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@ THE BOSS TALKING

My wish for
the season...

THAT ITS
BETTER

THAN THE
LAST ONE

RANGERS’ manager, Jock
Wallace has only one wish
for the new season which
gets under way today: “I
just hope it's better than
the last one!”’

Which is just an example of
the Ibrox manager’'s determina-
tion that the championship-
winning performance of last
term will be surpassed this
season.

One trophy isn't enough for
Jock. He wants to win the lot
in Scotland.

“And there is the European
Cup, as well,” he adds.

However, Jock fully expects
that the defence of the League
flag will be tremendously tough
4

for Rangers in the new Premier
League set-up.

“It's going to be very com-
petitive,” says Jock. ‘| think
this could be a terrific season
up here. Everyone will be going
flat-out.

“I'm just hoping we can get
away to as good a start in the
League this season as we did
last term. That will do me for
starters.”

The lbrox boss is delighted
with the way his men have
worked in pre-season training.

“They're ready,” he says
confidently. “Now | expect
them to go out and prove me
right.”

What John and Sandy say

Two of the Ibrox seasoned campaigners,
skipper John Greig and World Cup full back
Sandy Jardine are looking forward to the new
eason with relish—and like boss Wallace
anticipate a cracking year in Scotland.

“It will be cut and thrust,” says captain
Greig. “No team can afford to be over-
confident. There will be no such thing as an
easy game.”’

And Sandy predicts a season where there
will be tremendous pressure on players.

“No one will be able to relax. There will be

great games every Saturday,” he says. "It
should be terrific.”

P

TODAY'S OPPONENTS

THE DAY DIAMONDS

WONTI-1!

AIRDRIE were founded in 1878. Their
ground, Broomfield Park, has a record
attendance of 24,000 set against Hearts
in a First Division game in 1952,

The Broomfielders have never won the First
Division championship—but for four years in
succession they finished runners-up. In 1923,
24 and 25 they were second to Rangers then
in 1926 finished in No. 2 spot behind Celtic.
They have won the Second Division
championship three times—1903, 1955 and
1974.

They have never won the League Cup, but
in 1924 they battled through to the Final of
the Scottish Cup and beat Hibs 2-0 at
Hampden. Last season, of course, they made
a magnificent effort in the Cup again and
reached Hampden once more ... only to lose
3-1 to Celtic this time.

In 1972 they beat Manchester City,
Huddersfield and Ballymena to reach the
Final of the Texaco Cup, where they lost 21
on aggregate to Derby County over two
matches.

Their biggest victory was 11-1 against
Falkirk in a First Division game in 1950-51
and their worst defeat was the same score at
the hands of Hibs in 1959-60.

The club colours are a white shirt with a
red diamond collar, white shorts and black
stockings with red and white tops.

The club nicknames are naturally
“Diamonds”, although they are also known
as the “Waysiders” or “Broomfielders”.

The Manager

lan McMillan is Airdrie born and bred—
reared within listening distance of the
Broomfield roars on a Saturday afternoon.
He was always an Airdrie fan, and stepped
up to them from the local school as a boy.

* /AN McMILLAN

Although small, his outstanding ability
quickly earned him a place in the side and
he won five full and two League caps in the
1950’s.

Then in October 1958 Rangers stepped in
and signed him, knowing he would provide
the kind of skills at inside forward that the
team needed. It was a highly successful move
all round.

He stayed less than six years at |brox,
before going back to his home town team
again. But in that spell Rangers won four
League championships, four Scottish Cups,
and three League Cups. McMillan, a part-
time player throughout his career, played his
part in the triple crown success of 1963-64.

During his spell at Ibrox he played 205 first
team games and scored 55 goals—but if his
tally of “assists” could be counted the figure
would run into hundreds.

He also earned one more cap-—against
Czechoslovakia in 1961.

The Players

* Goalkeeper DAVE McWILLIAMS. 6ft 3ip,
11st 6lbs. Looks like a Viking with his giant
frame and beard. A former Rangers signing,
he was released and joined Alloa then moved
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to Airdrie in 1973 for a good fee. He played
in all 52 games for the club last season and
won Under 23 international recognition,
being in the pool against Sweden and
Roumania.

* Full-back PAULJONQUIN. 5ft 11in, 11st.
The club’s longest-serving player, having
signed for them in 1960. Still retains the skill,
speed and enthusiasm which has made him
one of the best club defenders in the country.
Played in all 52 matches last season, and
scored 13 goals—eight of them from the
penalty spot.

* Full-back JOHN LAPSLEY. 5ft 9in, 11st
2|bs. Was an inside forward when signed from
Linlithgow Rose in 1972, and can still turn
out in attack when needed—nine of his 41
appearances last season were up front.

% Full back or midfield man MARK
COWAN. 5ft 11in, 12st. Strong, determined
player who can turn out in a variety of
positions (he played in the number 5, 8, 3 and
10 jerseys last term). Made 40 appearances
last season. Joined the club in 1969 when he
returned from West Bromwich Albion.

* Wing-half JOHN MENZIES. 5ft 9iin,
11st. Not big, but a tremendous competitor.
Turned out at No. 4, 9, 8, 3 and 10 for
Airdrie in 36 appearances last season. Was
signed from Partick Thistle in 1966 and has
been a really solid club man.

TODAY'S OPPONENTS

* Centre-half JIM BLACK. 5ft 11in, 11st
4lbs. Returned to Airdrie last season after a
five year spell with Hibs. Played in all but two
matches last season. Strong, good in the air
he is a dependable player on all occasions.

* Wing-half DEREK WHITEFORD. 6ft, 13st
6lbs. The club captain, and an inspiring
example to his men. Grafts for the full 90
minutes in midfield where he tackles power-
fully. Can also come through to get the goals
and back up his forwards—netting 13 last
season. A former Hibs player he was signed
in 1967. Played in 50 games last season.

* Winger KEVIN McCANN. 5ft 7in, 10st
6lbs. Small, tricky winger who can play on
either touchline. Made 38 appearances last
season. Was signed from Carluke in 1972.

* Midfield man TOMMY WALKER. 5ft
10in, 11st 6lbs. Is in his second spell with
Airdrie, having made the journey from Arbroath
twice to join the Broomfielders. Big, skilful
player who looks deceptively slow, he won
Under-23 recognition last season. Played in
40 games for Airdrie and scored eight goals.

* Striker WILLIE McCULLOCH. 5ft 10in,
11st 12lbs. Signed from Alloa in 1973, he is
a strong rugged centre forward of the old
Scottish type—he simply gets in about
everything scoring himself and creating
openings for others because of his upsetting
determination. Played in 46'dames last season
and scored 15 goals.

* Midfield man TOMMY REYNOLDS. 5ft
7in, 9st. Joined Airdrie from Ayr United in
1973. Small, tricky midfield man but can also
turn out on the wings. Played in 39 matches
and scored three goals last season.

* Winger BILLY WILSON. 5ft 7in, 10st 6lbs.
Small, stocky and talented. Was signed from
Kilsyth junior club in 1967. Made 38
appearances last season and scored 8 goals.

* Forward ALLY"McROBERTS. 5ft 10in,
10st 7lbs. Signed from Lanarkshire minor
football in 1972 and showed up well in his
early seasons. But his form shaded last season
and he made only eight full and eight sub-
stitute appearances, whereas the season
before he had played in every league match
and scored 23 League goals.

* Forward JIM MARCH. 6ft 2in, 11st 10lbs.
Signed from St. Roch’s in 1973 and is just
beginning to make an impact. Big, powerful
fellow, he banged in a hat-trick against
Dunfermline last season. Made two full and
five substitute appearances.

1 How many games did Rangers play in their
World Tour during the summer?

2 How many did they lose?

3 Which two players shared the honour as
leading marksmen on the tour?

4 Who finished top scorer in the reserve side last
season?

5 Only one player turned out for Rangers in all
56 matches played last season. Who was he?

6 Skipper John Greig scored only one League
goal last term —against which opposition?

7 How many League appearances did Colin
Stein make last season?

8 Airdrie were beaten 3-1 by Celtic in the
Scottish Cup Final last season. Who got the
Airdrie goal?

9 Who scored Rangers’ only goal in the Texaco
Cup last season?

10 Who got the goal for Airdrie when they beat
Rangers 1-0 at Ibrox in the final game of the
season?

ANSWERS ON PAGE 17

© MENORCA

AND HOTELS

© MADEIRA

ON OUR JET FLIGHTS FROM GLASGOW
CHOICE OF RESORTS

DIXON TRAVEL
AGENCY LTD.

1100 Pollokshaws Road,
Glasgow.

Tel: 041-649 2734

(ATOL 035 ABD)
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the statistics of more than a century

which is priced 10p, will be great.

THE WEE
BLUE BOOK

THE Rangers F.C. Official Handbook
—the famous “Wee Blue Book'’ is on
sale.

Bigger than ever at 64 pages, it
contains all the facts and figures of
last year’s title winning season plus

of success.

All this plus a selection of pictures
of the Championship victory and the
complete fixture list for not only
Rangers but the whole Scottish
Premier, First and Second Divisions.

Demand for the ‘“‘Blue Book’’,

Make sure you get your copy early.

IT'S here again—the most
popular, unique feature in
any football programme in
the country—the £50 lucky
number magazine.

Only in the Rangers match
programme do fans get the
chance to win £50 IN CASH—
and at no extra cost.

All you have to do is check
the number printed in the panel
on the back page. At half-time
the winning number will be
announced over the loud-
speakers and displayed on
boards carried round the track.

If your number comes up,
you're in the money. Bring the
programme with you to the
main entrance after the match
and you will receive the £50 in
cash.

money

For my

Clydesdale Bank Ltd
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Newton Heath was the former name of
which world famous club?

Which player was named ‘Footballer of the
Year’ in 1948 and again 15 years later?

Rothmans Football
Yearbook has the answers.

The 5th edition of the most successful Football Yearbook ever published. 1012
pages with over a million facts and figures. Including details of Football League
and Scottish League clubs, players, managers, league tables, goal scorers and
attendances. Special features include sections on the most outstanding players
of the past, 8 great goals of 1973-74, International team line-ups for the 4 home
countries since the birth of international football in 1872, the 1974 World Cup,
and many other items. Available at all leading booksellers price £1.50.




ACTION-WHAT IT’S ALL ABO

All football fans love to see
action pictures of their favourite

team_alnd the M‘fatch Magazine SEEUNN S 2
certainly caters for them with L £l
the best in photographs. Here " “‘:w‘:';‘"'.““.‘“"’ W
we bring you some great match
action from the Rangers v
Airdrie Gala Day at the end of
last season.
There is a special bonus too
for all Light Blue ““action’” fans
on page 18 . . . Rangers v Hertha
Berlin.
Yes the Match Magazine is
tops for action and we’ll be
bringing you the best shots of
your heroes in every home pro-
gramme.
You just can’t afford to miss
it.

@ PIC 1—Airdrie 'keeper
McWilliams just manages to divert
a Derek Parlane flick round the
post during a Rangers raid.

® PIC 2—A high-flying Tommy
Mclean just fails to connect as
‘keeper McWilliams comes out to
block the threat.

® PIC 3—Derek Johnstone gets
his head to the ball but the
Airdrie ‘keeper is on hand to clear
up this dangerous attack.

® PIC 4—Airdrie’s Mark Cowan
boots the ball to safety with the
ever-eager Derek Johnstone
standing by for any slip-ups.




THE PROBLEMS of part-
time football have never
been brought home more
forcibly to Airdrie than in
their preparations for the
new season . . . particularly
in view of the tough League

Cup section start which-

brings them to Ibrox today.

Because of staggered holi-
days etc., the full Broomfield
squad have not been together
during the pre-season training
except for a few days during
this week.

And with only a warm-up
game against Queen’s Park be-
hind them, Airdrie could under-
standably be excused lack of
sharpness today.

“With the season starting a
week earlier than it has in recent
years, we certainly haven’t had
as much time together,” says
skipper Derek Whiteford.

“But | don’t think that will
matter too much considering
the atmosphere and tension we
can expect at |brox in the first
game of the season. That will

® DEREK WHITEFORD
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‘The big
occasion
suits us’

—skipper Whiteford

help lift us. Besides, | always
feel we play better on the big
occasions and when things are
against us”.

Schoolteacher Derek is the perfect example
of the kind of spirit Rangers can expect to
meet today—he was hospitalised for a few
days during the close season for a toe
operation, then out of action for six weeks.

But once he got back into action, he
skipped any real holidays and trained
throughout the remainder of the summer.
Airdrie will fight, that's for sure.

And with two victories over Rangers last
season—the only club to pull off a League
double over the Light Blues during their
championship run—Airdrie have a right to a
certain amount of confidence. “Ibrox will
bring out the best in us”, says skipper
Whiteford.

IT'S A FACT

RANGERS and Airdrie have been drawn together
in the League Cup only three times previously —
in section ties in 1961-62 and 69-70 and in the
quarter-finals in 1965-66.

The full record reads: 1961-62—Rangers 4
Airdrie 1, Airdrie 1 Rangers 2. 1965-66—
Airdrie 1 Rangers 5, Rangers 4 Airdrie 0.
1969-70—Airdrie O Rangers 3, Rangers 3
Airdrie 0.

Rangers, as you can see, have won all six
meetings—scoring 20 goals and conceding only
three in the process.

In the 65-66 quarter-final meetings, Jim
Forrest and George McLean were the men who
dumped Airdrie. McLean hit two goals in the
first leg at Broomfield with Forrest getting one.
In the return, Forrest banged in a hat-trick and
McLean got the other goal.

HEADS YOU WIN!

; g # N
@ It's our popular ‘Heads You

n’ feature. This is the chance for every fan at a home game to win free
Stand seats. .. if our photographer puts them in the picture! So study the pics on this page. If you have
been featured inside one of the white circles, then you have won two free Stand seats. Prizes can be
collected at the main entrance after the match, once suitable identification has been established.

" HERE L0 OUR TEAM FOR TODAY,...

Y BELL’S

BELL’S, BELL’S, BELL'S and BELL’S
BELL’S, BELL’'S

BELL’S, BELL’S, BELL'S and BELL’S

| BI:SAND' NUMBER ONE SCOTCH
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WANTED

—Agents for Rangers Pools

REWARD

—123% commission, plus a

chance of receiving a bonus of

over £1,000 should you issue the
winning card.

® /fyou have at least 10 pro-
spective clients you can
join the fastest growing
pools of its kind in the
country. Just fill in the
form below and post it
to:

RANGERS POOLS
11 HARRISON DRIVE
GLASGOW

ADDBRESS .. duon il mhginams

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE
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* A picture portrait and
personal file on the young
men who could be the
Rangers stars of the
future. Today—ALISTAIR
DAWSON.
Born—25.2.1958.
Height—5ft 11in.
Weight—11st.
Previous club—Easter-
craigs, the Glasgow
youth side. He also
played for school
team Johnstone
High. Has 6 ‘O’ levels.
Position—Full back or
central defender.
Joined club—March,
1975.
Lives—Johnstone, near
Paisley.
Hobbies—Golf (he's a
junior member of
Cochrane Castle
with a 6 handicap).
Ambition—To be as
good as the rest of
the Rangers players.
Alistair has made tre-
mendous progress since
he was called up from
Eastercraigs, so much so
that he went on the club’s
round-the-world trip
during the summer. He
played in five of the eight
matches and appeared as
substitute in another. He
is a member of the Boys’
Brigade.

MEET | THE

BOYS...

DON'T MISS
YOUR NEWS

BIG THINGS are happening in
"“Rangers News’’, the official
club newspaper, this season . . .
the ““News’” will be better
geared than ever for what will
be a tough, intense battle for
Champions’ Rangers and all the
other clubs in the Top Ten.

The “News” will be giving
Rangers fans better coverage;
more pictures and exciting
features on Rangers’ challenge
for the first Premier League title,
as well as all the other regular
features Ibrox fans enjoy.

Iy TOMN MARTIN

~-today stailor

branches throughout

central Scotland

there’s a

TomMartin
near you
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MASON SETS
HIS TARGETS

MORE trophies—and more youngsters breaking through
to the first team. These are coach Joe Mason’s objectives
as the Reserves get geared for the start of their season

at Broomfield today in the Reserve League Cup.

And coach Mason makes it
clear which is the more im-
portant of his aims:

“My main job is to bring
through boys who can step into
the first team,” says Joe.

“There are several who have
been knocking on the door and
this year is their chance to bang
even harder.

“I'm looking for a lot from
Ally Dawson, Martin Hender-
son, Davie Armour and Gordon
Boyd, who all had a good
season last year and with that
experience behind them can
step up their effort now.”

Of course, Joe also intends
that the Colts should pick up a
share of the trophies again this
term.

16

They are, of course, holders
of the Reserve League title and
Second Eleven Cup.

“We've missed the Reserve
League Cup by a narrow margin
quite a few times in recent
seasons. We haven’'t won it
since 196768, so I'd like to
put that right,” says Joe.

But winning the title again
in the new set-up will be just
as difficult for the Colts as the
battle facing the first team.

“We’ll have more tough visits
to places like Pittodrie, Dens
Park, Easter Road, Tynecastle
and Parkhead,” says Joe. “But
then, they've all got to come
here twice as well.

“We can only get out and do
our best to win every game.”

PLAY IT SAFE

RANGERS FOOTBALL CLUB ask all
fans to co-operate and make sure that
everyone leaves the ground with the
maximum of comfort and safety by
following this procedure at the end of
the game:

1. Take your time leaving the
Stadium.

2. If you see that passages or
stairways are becoming jam-
med—hold back. You wiill
only be delayed for a few
moments.

3. Help any youngster, old per-

son—anyone in fact—if you

think they are having diffi-
culty.

Be particularly careful on the

exit stairs, and avoid jostling

as much as possible.

5. AbidebyStewards’ and Police
instructions.

® JOE MASON

QUIZ ANSWERS i
1 Eight. 2 Two. 3 Derek Johnstone and
Derek Parlane with four apiece. 4 Martin
Henderson (18). 5 Stewart Kennedy. 6
Partick Thistle at Firhill. 7 Eight. 8 John
Lapsley. 9 Colin Jackson. 10 Billy Wilson.

REMEMBER THE CODE—BEHAVE

RANGERS Football Club, in this new season, once again remind all fans
of their duty to uphold the good name of the club. Ibrox is a trouble-free
ground, and the club thanks the supporters for their splendid encourage-
ment and behaviour. Rangers would like to see this standard of
conduct carried forward to away matches as well. And by following the
Ibroxcodeof conduct printed below, the supporters can help tremendously
towards a trouble-free day.

1. Banthecarrying of alcohol on buses. 7. Setagoodexampletothe youngsters

2. Ban members from taking alcohol who are travelling.
into the stadium. 8. Impress on youth the importance of

good behaviour.

9. Have respect for women who attend
matches.

10. Notify Ibrox Stadium of any sign of
hooliganism both home and away,
giving report and details.

3. Banthesinging of provocative songs
in buses and on the terracings.

4. Ban the use of obscene language.

5. Have the greatest respect for resi-
dents in the vicinity of football
grounds. Do not be a public

AYIsanee. The Club, Police, Local Authorities and

S.F.A. will back the supporters associa-
tion in these measures.

6. Put an end to members urinating
at the roadside when travelling.
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Date Opponents*s Competition Venue DEre T o
Aug. 9 Airdrie League Cup Ibrox
Aug. 13 Clyde League Cup Shawfield
Aug. 16 Motherwell League Cup Ibrox
Aug. 20 Clyde League Cup Ibrox
Aug. 23 Motherwell League Cup Fir Park
Aug. 27 Airdrie League Cup Broomfield
Aug. 30 Celtic League Ibrox
Sept. 6 Hearts League Tynecastle
Sept. 13 St. Johnstone League Ibrox
Sept. 17 Bohemians European Cup Ibrox
Sept. 20 Hibernian League Ibrox
Sept. 27 Dundee League Dens Park
Oct. 1 Bohemians European Cup Dublin
Oct 4 Aberdeen League Ibrox
Oct. 11 Ayr United League Somerset
Oct. 18 Motherwell League Fir Park
Oect. ' 25 Dundee United League Ibrox
Nov. 1 Celtic League Parkhead
Nov. 8 Hearts League Ibrox
Nov. 15 St. Johnstone League Muirton
Nov. 22 Hibernian League Easter Road
Nov. 29 Dundee League Ibrox
Dec 6 Aberdeen League Pittodrie
Dec. 13 Ayr United League Ibrox
Dec. 20 Motherwell League Ibrox
Dec. 27 Dundee United League Tannadice
Jan 1 Celtic League Ibrox
R e e Jan 3 Hearts League Tynecastle
Dr——— " . o3 : Jan. 10 St. Johnstone League Ibrox
® Derek Parlane’s clever 20-yard lob completely deceives Hertha Berlin's acro- Jan. 17 Hibernian League Ibrox
batic Zander for Rangers first goal last Monday evening. T ks Tue 37d round
Jan. 31 Dundee League Dens Park
ﬁ" Feb. 7 —Aberdeen League—— tbrox
Feb. 14 Scottish Cup 4thround gt
! Feb. 21 Ayr United League Somerset
- ’-‘ Feb. 28 Motherwell League Fir Park
'I Mar. 6 Dundee United League Ibrox
Mar. 13 Celtic League Parkhead
" ' Mar. 20 Hearts League Ibrox
B Mar. 27 St. Johnstone League Muirton
' ' Apr %] Hibernian League Easter Road
bty Apr. 10 Dundee League Ibrox
."" Apr. 14 Aberdeen League Pittodrie
i Apr. 17 Ayr Unjted League Ibrox
‘t." Apr. 21 Motherwell League Ibrox
A Apr. 24 Dundee United __League __Tannadice
it
i
3 i‘
- ‘|

® The Hertha defence look on helpless as Alex MacDonald’s shot finds the net
for Rangers’ second goal. The German cracks, however, clinched the match 3-2.
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® All records played at the stad-
ium are kindly supplied by HMV
Record Shop, Union Street,
Glasgow
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