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EVER since I started to play as a professional I'have
had the greatest respect for Rangers, the pride of
Scottish football.

Though I never played against them in either a League
or a Cup game, I ran up against three of them in my
first Inter-League match against the Scottish League at
Middlesbrough.

Directly opposed to me was big Jim Galt, a robust
half-back who soon showed me I had a lot to learn
about the game. In front of him were Alan Morton
and Andy Cunningham, one of the best left-wings I
ever saw.

From that moment, I took a keen interest in the
Rangers’ fortunes. Seldom were they out of the news.

Hardly a season passed without Rangers capturing
one of the Scottish honours. In fact, it became a ques-
tion not of whether they would win a trophy but how
many?

The number of great players who have passed
through the Rangers ranks is colossal. I recall two
Inter-League games I took part in and among the
Scottish side in Glasgow was the inimitable Alex
Smith, Rangers outside-left.

Then at Newcastle, I was directly up against left-
half Tommy Muirhead, part of the famous Scotland pair
of Meiklejohn and Muirhead, and inside-left, Tommy
Cairns, one of the many ‘“characters” who have worn
the royal blue jersey.

During those early days, too, I had the pleasure of
meeting such splendid sportsmen as centre-forward
Willie Reid, right-half Jimmy Gordon, and an old
stalwart Alex Bennett.

Then, as a reporter, I watched many times the great
work of stars like big George Young, both at full-back
and centre-half, outside-right Willie Waddell and left-
half George Brown, now, as Alan Morton is, a director
of the club. :

Ever since they established’ their home at Ibrox Park
in 1887—you can see the famous entry gates in the pic-

RANGERS!

A tribute to “the fairest
club in the land” from

CHARLES BUCHAN

Former captain of Sunderland, Arsenal and
England

ture—Rangers have set a pattern for Scottish football
and maintained a high reputation for sportsmanship and-
clever play.

Practically every Scottish youngster who kicks a ball
has an ambition to become a Rangers (or a Celtic)‘
player. And in every part of the world where the game
flourishes, the name of Rangers stands for the best in
Soccer.

In the able hands of manager W. Struth, the architect
of many Rangers triumphs, and now Mr. Scot Symon,
the club has weathered many storms. But they have
never veered from the course of providing the best
entertainment possible for their faithful band of
supportcrs.

This book, I hope, will bring back memories to the
many older Rangers’ supporters and pay a long-lasting
tribute to a club that has reigned supreme in its field
longer than any other in the British Isles.

And, I trust it will be eagerly received by Scottish
exiles in faraway places like Canada, Australia and
New Zealand where they:wait until the early hours of
Sunday morning to hear over the radio how Rangers
have fared. e

Glasgow has earned the reputation® of being “No
Mean City.” Its Rangers have equally earned the title

of “the fairest club in the land.” They are the toast of

Scots all over the world. “Up the Rangers.”
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BOBBY SHEARER TAKES A LOOK AT THE
IBROX TALENT AND SEES A FUTURE
BRIGHT AS THE PAST

OUTSIDE playing for Scotland, the greatest honour

normal Scottish boy can possibly imagine is
to captam Rangers! You can imagine the thrill 1 felt,
then, when I was appointed the Ibrox skipper soon after
the start'of last season.

And of course I am also proud of the fact that
Rangers won the League title in my first campaign at
the helm.

In fact, in the three full seasons I have spent in the
first team I have collected two championship medals.

It has not always been easy to follow in the footsteps
of great Rangers’ captains of the past like Jock Shaw,
David Meiklejohn, George Young and Ian McColl,
whom 1 succeeded in October, 1958.

But I have been lucky in always having around me
a crop of fine players who have made things doubly
easy. Right now we are Scottish League champions, as
I have said, and I believe we have sufficient talent at
our disposal plus the ideal blend of youth and experi-
ence, to make the pennant an Ibrox monopoly in the
future.

‘When we were runners-

up in the League a season MY
or so ago, it was a fine

Hearts team that took the

title and I feel that they will often be our most serious
challengers.

They too, have some outstanding talent to call on and
their own particular brand of Soccer always makes them
a difficult team to play against and a most attractive
side to watch.

Celtic were showing signs of a long overdue revival
a short time ago. But I still can’t see our old rivals as a
real threat when the last lap comes up.

I fancy there will be some real needle struggles this
coming New Year because, as you know, the Celts have
just installed giant floodlight pylons at Parkhead and
they haven't spent the money for the fun of it.

CELTIC’S TARGET

Like us, they have an eye on the European Cup and
the cash that goes with it. But before the Celts can have
a go they must win the Scottish League. And to do that
they’ve got to first account for us and Hearts.

Another side I fancied tc put in a bid for honours was
the young and extremely clever Motherwell side. And
we’ll also have to watch out for cup-holders, St Mirren

who are a greatly improved combination nowadays.

Like Celtic, they are bound to be a cup danger team,
but I'm not so sure they will be consistent enough in
the long race for league honours.

Shearer goes in with o timely
tackle against a Hearts opponent.

REATEST THRILL WAS
TO CAPTAIN RANGERS

Yes, it’s a great thrill to be a Rangers’ player. But
whenever I look down the English League results and
see how the Wolves have fared, I'm often reminded that
I nearly went to the Molineux club as a youngster,

This was some time after I had appeared at right-half

in the British A.T.C. team at Wembley against the

National Association of Boys Clubs and had moved on
from Larkhall Rangers as an amateur inside-right, to
Burnbank Athletic.

Wolves’ chief scout George Noakes approached me to

‘go south on trial, but I did not fancy moving from

Scotland and now I like to think that Wolves® loss is
Rangers’ gain.

At that time I was an apprentice bricklayer in my
home town of Hamilton near Glasgow. And once
Hamilton Accies heard of Wolves’ interest they asked me
to turn part-time professional for them.

In 1951, the Festival of Britain games were on and I
played in my first cup final for Hamilton — a local
summer competition—against Leith Athletic.

I don’t remember the final score but I was pretty
pleased with myself when I scored two of our goals.

In 1952 T was called up for my National Service and
guested for Inverness Thistle in the Highland League, 1
was still regarded as an inside-forward of course and
began to feel I really was one when I netted 34 goals
for Thistle and helped them to win the North of Scot-
land cup.

In the 1953 season Hamilton won promotion and
although I was still at Inverness doing my National
Service, the club recalled me to play for them in the
Ftrst Division.

The Accies manager was Jack Cox and after he'd
seen me play at wing-half and centre-forward, he told
me he thought I could make a good full-back and would
I have a go?

I had my first game at right-back against Dundee—
Accies made me skipper too— and although we lost
3-2 I felt I'd had a fairly good game.

One of the things I cottoned on to was the extra zest
I felt in going in to meet the ball instead of waiting for




HY GREATEST THRILL

it to arrive from a variety of angles. 5

For the rest of that season I remained as right-
back and skipper in the Accies team but in December,
1955, came the biggest single event in my career so far—
my transfer to Rangers.

It all happened one Monday morning when the club
contacted me at my work and asked me to report to
Douglas Park.

There I was told that Rangers were interested in me
and was I prepared to sign?

Well, I didn’t need much persuasion and after both
sets of directors. had met the following day, I duly
became an Ibrox player.

My first four games were in the reserves, since Eric
Caldow and Jock Little were holding down the
senior full-back jobs between them very competently.

Then I had my first chance to show Ranger fans what
~ I could do when I played against the South American
club San Lorenzo in a floodlight friendly.

A good game that night was a happy omen for me,
if not for Eric Caldow. Later that week, Eric was
injured in training and the following Saturday I was
promoted to the League side against Airdrie.

I've yet to win a Scottish cap although my Rangers
full-back partner Eric Caldow who has come in at left-
back, is now an experienced international.

I suppose it is possible that I might get in the national
team one day. Two years ago I was reserve to Alec
Parker for the Hampden match against England and
it would be nice to think of Eric and I playing as a

club pair for Scotland.
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Bobby covers up when Niven was beaten by a

Kilmarnock raider.
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There’s better value in a

FOR MEN, WOMEN
AND TEENAGERS

Sizes: Juniors 10 yrs., 12 yrs., 14 yrs.
Adults. Small, Medium, Large, O.S.

Colours: Maroon, Navy, Red, Royal Blue,
Bottle Green, Black and White.

@ RETAILING AROUND:
TEENAGERS ADULTS

32/6 46/6

TWO-TONE TRAINING SUIT, CONTRAST
SHOULDER, SPECIALLY TAPERED LEGS
Sizes: for Men and Women. Small, Medium,

Large, O.S.
Colours: Royal Blue, Maroon, Black with
contrast white yoke.

RETAILING AROUND 52’6 each

Teenage sizes also available.
; o
 RAGLAN COAT STYLE FULL ZIP
RIBBED WAIST AND CUFFSs
Sizes: Men and Women. Small, Medium,
Large, O.S.
@4, Colours: Maroon, Royal Blue, Bottle Green,
Navy, Black and White.
RETAILING AROUND
JACKETS ONLY
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Every garment showerproof and
guaranteed to give isfacti

Obtainable from all leading sports shops
FRED. W. MILLINGTON, Ltd., 57 Dale St., Manchester |

BILLY WRIGHT

TOM FINNEY E

in SPORTSMANS BOOK CLUB

Yes, by joining Sportsmans Book Club you can build
up a permanent library of the finest books on soccer,
cricket and other major sports at a fraction of their
cost elsewhere. Selected for you by John Arlott and
Roy Webber, SBC monthly 5/9 editions and extra
bargains are unabridged, attractively bound and
usually illustrated. Recent and coming titles include
MATT BUSBY’s My Story, BILLY WRIGHT’s
Football is My Passport, TOM FINNEY’s Finney
on Football, JOHN CHARLES’ King of Soccer,
John Camkin’s WORLD CUP . 1958, DENIS
COMPTON’S End of an Innings, and many other
exciting and authentic books. Post the coupon for
full details.

FREE T0 MEMBERS

Every member who introduces a
% ¥ friend into SBC can claim a free

/ 12-panel all-leather football or a
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HAT does the future hold for Rangers? If I,
personally, we'e asked that question I would un-
hesitatingly and erfiphatically declare : “A continuance
of the honours winning that has stamped their wonderful
contribution to Scottish football almost since the day of
the club’s inception 'way back in 1873.” 2

But let's go to the fountainhead and hear what
Manager Scot Symon has to say.

“The first thing to be borne in mind,” he told me, “is
that Rangers are more than a football club. They are an
institution in the way of Scottish life, and as such, must
be preserved as something of the greatest value. That can

- only be done by constantly striving to remain at the top.

“Some clubs can afford to go through a transition
period, a time when, after occupying a place of promin-
ence, they find reconstruction necessary and decide that
to accomplish their aim they must be content with what
I might call a middle-of-the-table position.

_“Rangers cannot do that. They must, even in the

course of reconstruction, remain in the forefront, always
at the head of the field in the race for the major trophies.

“And at the same time, they must think of the future,
by solidly building for the days to come when the
existing team members retire, and replacements are
needed.

“There is not one person who takes an interest in
football, but takes an interest in the fortunes of Rangers.
A fan may support any one of our rival clubs, but whether
he comes from Aberdeen or Dundee, Edinburgh or
Falkirk I wager the result he looks for in the Saturday
evening papers after he knows that of the club of his
allegiance is—Rangers’.

“It has been that way for half a century and more,
and I suppose it will always remain so.

“In looking ‘at the future, which can be quite a

~dangerous pastime in. football, I make one definite
promise—and that is that never will Rangers be allowed
to sink to the level of the mediocre. And never will they
suffer the ignominy of relegation.

“Rangers were one of the original members of the
Scottish League—indeed they shared the leadership in
the first season, 1890-91, vnth Dumbarton and have won
the flag more often than any other club. In my opunon
no club will ever equal our record of achlevement in
the League.

“There was a time when a Rangers defeat was some-
thing in the nature of a nine days wonder. That no longer
pertains, perhaps, because in recent years there has been
considerable improvement in the ability of the oppo-
sition. And more than ever there is being proved the
truth of the old saying that every Rangers’ League game
is a Cup-tie, so keen are our opponents to master the
wearers of the Light Blue—the true description, inciden-
tally is Royal Blue—ijersey.

“In looking at the future from our present lofty posi-
tion and considering our playing resources, I sincerely
believe that we will continue to justify our established

reputation of being Scotland’s greatest club. But we at
Ibrox realise that the task of maintaining our traditional

There’s no doubt

WILLIE

(“Waverley” of the

in the mind of

GALLAGHER
Glasgow Daily Record)

place will become less easy with the passing of time.

“In my opinion club football in Scotland is steadily
improving. I instance the magnificent job accomplished
by Bobby Ancell, the Motherwell manager. To-day he
is fielding a team whose football skill is truly entrancing
to watch, and I would like here to offer him my hearty
congratulations on the transformation he has made within
the short time that has elapsed since he took over.

“It has been said that Rangers don’t wish to see other
teams develop the fashion that suggests honours winning.
That is utter rubbish. We welcome the arrival of any
club with a team of colourful attraction, bidding to win

: Cup or League.
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“Competition is the soul of football. It leads to blgger
gates, for instance, and that in turn permits clubs to
invest in material for team improvement. .

“In the first three games of the present season
Motherwell played to over 100,000 spectators. A few
seasons ago, when they were in the doldrums, one of
their matches could hardly muster more than 5,000 fans.
These figures speak for themselves.”

I asked Mr. Symon if he had any special cause for
believing that the standard of club football in Scotland
was on the up-and-up.

“I have,” was the response. “It has taken a long time
to shake players from the lethargy that affected the
game in the war years and immediately afterwards. In
the ranks of the players there is now a new enthusiasm,
a desire to give everything they have, instead of thinking
that so much (which means so little) and no more was
all that was required from them. Furthermore, the
youngsters coming into the game are accepting without
question the discipline so essential to success.

“Equally important is the knowledge that football,
with its increased monetary rewards, is very much a

worth-while career for those who give all they have to
it. Experience tells me that, generally speaking, the young
player is more earnest about reaching the top with its
glittering prizes than at any time since 1939.”

And now to Rangers own prospects. This season, for
the first time in the club’s history, they are running a
third team, but it will not compete in any League. There
was a suggestion that it should take part in a competition
composed of the second strings of cértain of the Scottish
League Second Division clubs, but Rangers turned that
one down.

“All our third eleven players are teenagers, some of
them little more than schoolboys, all signed within recent

months,” explained Mr. Symon. “I do not say—it would '

be ridiculous to do so—that each one is booked for star-

'dom, but they will get every chance.

“We have not signed them with the intention of throw-
ing them out, if they don’t touch tops, within a season
or so.

“They will be persevered with and given every oppor-
tunity to develop. They are all part-timers, but if any
of them, as they have been told, wish to go full-time
then we’ll gladly have them as such.

“While they will not play.in any competition there
will be plenty of games for them. It will not be a case
of just keeping their eye in with practice matches on
training nights. There will be a number of friendly games
arranged, some with the colts of English clubs. Arsenal
have agreed on a fixture, and it will probably be carried
out at Highbury on the same evening as we play the
Gunners at Ibrox Park. A date for that affair has yet
to be arranged.

“It could happen—and it is the way I want it to

happen—that in the course of the next two or three years
there won’t be two men  competing for each position,
but three.

or of manager SCOT SYMON

CAN RANGERS|KEEP IT UP?

“If success meets our policy, and I can’t see any reason
why it shouldn’t, Rangers will be stronger than they
have been in playing resources during the past decade.

“In view of my prediction that the standard of club
play in Scotland will steadily improve we shall require
to grow in strength ourselves to cope with the increasing
power of our rivals, That is a MUST.”

If Mr. Symon’s prediction that club football is on the
up-and-up is correct, then it is not stretching things too
far to suggest that Scotland’s international team will
automatically raise itself from the low standard to which
it has unfortunately sunk.

While Scotland’s selectors have not made the best of
what has been available and have made blunders—think
of the shocking forward line they fielded at Wembley
last April, leaving much better players in the role of
lookers-on—it is admittedly a fact that in recent years
they haven’t had at their disposal the riches of their
predecessors. -
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To revert to Rangers . . . I have seen some of their
youngsters at practice, and have been impressed. Scot
Symon is taking a personal interest in their development
at evening sessions—and in that alone, speaking solely
from the point of view of the youngsters’ development,
I would say they are most fortunate. So many lads are
signed by senior teams and then left to their own
resources.

Rangers, like Celtic, are now in possession of an extra
playing pitch, having secured a lease, for training, of
the Albion Greyhound Track, across the street from
Ibrox Stadium, and from what I have seen no punches
are pulled in the practice games.

There is no “After-you-Cyril” touches about the pro-
ceedings. Those youngsters, all the time, are out to prove
that they are learning from the instructions given them.

No report on the Ibrox scene would be complete with-
out reference to Scot Symon’s henchmen, Trainer Davie
Kinnear and his assistant Joe Craven. The former was
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It’s all for one and one for all at Ibrox — that’s 3
why it’s a national institution, not just a football club s
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a winger at Ibrox, the latter a full-back with St Mirren.
Both were high graded players, both indisputably know
their stuff. And if they felt it necessary, they would be
twenty-four hours a day on the job.

They have the happy knack of making a new arrival
feel at home, and set about instilling in him the won-
derful club spirit of Rangers. This spirit has been one
of the reasons why so many honours have arrived at
Ibrox.

No boy need remain shy long in the company of the
established greats. There is a most happy camaraderie
at Ibrox, and the man who has lost his place will be
seen in a coffee shop enjoying the company of the man
who ousted him.

It’s all for one and one for all at Ibrox. That is why
it is a national institution, not merely a football club.

My forecast? There will be major honours for Rangers
at the end of this season, as at the conclusion of so
many others.

Scot Symon pauses in his daily round of Ibrox to watch his players enjoying their training—
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and ponder on the club’s future.
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IS THE
GOAL
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Continental Style
Football Clothing
Jerseys from 10/11 each
Shorts from 8/9 each
Stockings from 7/6 per pair
Other styles available

From usual outfitters and sports dealers.
In case of difficulty write to :-

PUBLICITY MANAGER, UWIN HOUSE,
14/15 Charterhouse Buildings, London, E.C.I

BREWED ALONG
THE RIGHT LINES

FOR OVER
200 YEARS
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New terrific soccer album!
Get your copy now!

FOOTBALL
FAVOURITES

“A ‘must’ for all football fans”

60 PHOTOGRAPHS
OF TEAMS AND PLAYERS

Here is wonderful value for money and a ‘must’ for all
football connoisseurs. Fine art production, paper-backed
cover annual. It is packed with photographs of the best
players in the world, including John Charles, Stanle
Matthews, Billy Wright, Albert Quixall, Tom Finney, Derel
Kevan, Jackie Henderson, Graham Leggatt, Terry Medwin,
Frank Blunstone, Norman Bradley, Dennis Law, Gerry
Cakebread, and many others, rlus sensational team groups
of: Manchester Utd., Real Madrid, Wolverhampton
Wanderers, Blackpool, Fulham, Bristol Rovers, W.B.A,,
Huddersfield Town, Stoke City, Newcastle, Chelsea,
Tottenham, Newport, etc., etc.—Don’t Delay !

SEND NOW
Send only 2/6 (which includes the cost of postage) for this
bargain buy of any season, and ask for Football Favourites.

J. K. SMITH

21 SUTHERLAND STREET ° LONDON ° S.W.|

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME'!

OLYMPIC GAMES

ROME 1960
AUGUST 25th — SEPTEMBER 11th

BELGA (INCLUSIVE) HOLIDAYS LTD.

proudly announce

 THE HOLIDAY FOR 1960

Write or Telephone today for full
details of Travel, Accommodation, Programme,
Tickets, etc.

BELGA (INCLUSIVE) HOLIDAYS LTD.

368 GRAY’S INN ROAD LONDON - W.C1
Telephone : TERminus 4849
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OO GLAsSES and Best Whshes

* OUR EYE BOOK FREE

If your eyes are affected you need our Book on “Eyes” describing
a harmless method by which you can strengthen the eyes and restore
isi i i the aid ot drugs or glasses. It is in

the nature of a which stimulates the action of the
hloodmtheeyeulerieswi:gthemuh that natural sight is im-
Froved, and the eye becomes painlessly and surely moulded to per-
ect shape. By this means, Near Sight, Far Sight, Astigmatism and
other defects are corrected. You can discard your glasses and

headache and in by five minutes’ manipulation

N\

daily in your own home.

See Nature with Naked Eyes — Not through
Glass Windows

A Is. BOOK ON THE “EYES” FREE

This book is published at 1s., but its contents are of such vital
g’npqmn:e to all sufferers fmn: eye defects that we have decided
give dway 50,000 copies at cost. Safeguard eyes. Send

- no_money, mmmm.ﬁmmp(w
6 foreign) to cover postage to:

WAKEFIELD

MAKERS OF

NEU-VITA LTD. (Dept. I5) GUARANTEED UNSHRINKABLE FOOTBALL HOSE
79 WEST ROAD
WESTCLIFF, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, ENGLAND

AR

FOOTBALL \ "4
. ' IT°S MARVELLOUS —IT’S MAGNETIC

FAST-MOVING ACTION ALL THE TIME - SHEER SKILL—NO
ELEMENT OF LUCK * A GAME FOR THE FAMILY—USED BY THE
TOP CLUBS AND PLAYERS

Nothing to break down—wrill last for

" years—high quality, good-looking
components. Already in thousands of
homes and all leading clubs.

A size for all and a fine game for all,

WORLD// wwo.

FAMILY SIZE ... £4 7. 6.

ENQUIRE ALSO

*ABO%T P A RINIE 5-A-SIDE ... e x S %
THE TABLE ICE Z'A'SIDE “ee bowe ‘l |8. 9.
HOCKEY GAME. JUNIOR ... e | BT

SOCCERETTE LTD. FORDHAM RD. NEWMARKET Tel. 325I.
15




s

Sk

HE Wee Blue Devil” . . . I called him that.because

whenever I saw him in the blue of Rangers or the

darker blue of Scotland, he was always a little firework
blowing-up the opposition.

And when you know Alan Morton, as I have done
for the greater part of my life, you know that he can
be just as explosive about players who don’t take
enough trouble to master their job—and about modern
Soccer standards generally.

Of course, there's the other side of him. I once tried
to play golf with the Rangers at Turnberry, and coming
along in the four-ball behind was a gay chattering little
chappie wise cracking all the way round—wee Alan.

What did he achieve on the football field? “Eleven
Great Years”, a record of the Rangers ‘from 1923 to
1934 by dear old John Allan, Ibrox historian, says, “His
eleven caps against England equalled the record of
Bobby Walker, but Alan Morton could have gained
two more had he been able to accept them.”

Listed are his matches and goals for Rangers in that
great run of successes. And these add up to 495 matches

By IVAN SHARPE (ews l

and 115 goals—plus something uncountable, the goals
he made for others from outside-left.

In one season (1928-29) he netted 20 goals in 47
matches—and that’s jolly good going for a player accep-
ted as a general provider.

As near as matters, Alan Morton was 5ft 4ins and
94 stone, so he couldn’t throw his weight about. The
important point is that a man’s big enough if he’s good
enough. ~

And Alan, now a Rangers director, came to be good
enough because it was a labour of love, because he
taught himself to use both feet, because he not only
practised and practised as a youngster but continued to
do so and to perfect his methods when he was an out-
standing star.

I used to dine with him on big football occasions
in Glasgow and so came to know him well. We had
one thing in common—we were both natural right
footers on the left wing so that everything he explained
1 was able to follow.

He attributed his achievements to his confidence in
both feet, his body balance, his ball control (under-
developed in many players these days) and his speed
off the mark.

That’s why in his training at Ibrox you could see
a lone figure twisting and turning all on his own and

without a ball, practising a quick get-away. You can
see much the same at Blackpool.today from a performer
named Stanley Matthews.

If there’s a lesson for the youngsters in the tremendous
triumphs of one of the smallest forwards ever to play
for Scotland it is this: Keep on practising until you
can use both feet.

Morton of Scotland, Matthews of England, Meredith
of Wales—the three great M’s for Masters of British
wing play—demonstrate over and over again that not
only is there always something to perfect, but there’s
also something to learn.

One gift Alan Morton had which few others have ¥

possessed—he could. almost “see round corners.”

“In this respect,” he told me “I was fortunate. I had
a side view not unlike a driving mirror gives to
motorists. >

“Somehow, I got this unusual view of what was
happening beside and immediately behind me, so that
more than once defenders have told me they wondered
how they missed me.”

This was perhaps unique in football, but he also
owed a great deal to his ability to use both feet freely.

When Scotland had their greatest day—their 5—1
victory over England at Wembley in 1928—Morton’s
centres, placed to the far side of goal, led to three
goals being scored by Alex Jackson, the Scottish and
Huddersfield outside-right.

He believed in the outside-forward keeping near the
touchline and giving himself as much elbow room as
possible. He doesn’t believe in the method, often seen
today, whereby wingers wander into the inside position
when play is on the other side of the field.

Morton’s style was attractive. He could gather the ball
quickly and then go down the wing in a quick-footed
scurry like a rabbit bolting for its hole.

Then it would end with a centre judiciously placed
and without much hesitation at any time.

But there were times, of course, when he hadn’t a
clear field. Then he would prance about in a way
puzzling to opponents, partly because he was a right
footed player on the left wing, and would approach a
player with the ball on the “wrong” foot—the inside
foot!

All due to youthful practise. For hours he would play
with his brothers with a small ball on a footpath, aiming
to send the ball through a hole in a garden door.

It was fun of this kind—and plenty of intelligent
persistence—which led to that garden door opemng on
to a football world of fame.

It created the career of the little chap who made his
own way; the tantalising, t.horough-gomg little Blue
Devil that was Alan Morton.
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REE times I have had the great thrill of being
chosen to play for Scotland against England. And
twice I have finished a disappointed man with Scotland
very much on the losing side against the “auld enemy.”
These three caps represent my only senior Scottish
honours, and they have been spread out over a period of
four years. Why the Scottish selectors should still Lave
had me in mind over this comparatively long period will
remain a mystery to me. Scottish caps come and go in
rapid succession nowadays. .
My first Scottish cap came in 1952 when I had been

By IAN McMILLAN

originally selected as a reserve after getting a hat-trick
for the Scottish League side against the Army at New-
castle.
1 was with Airdrieonians then, and when Billy Steel
was injured just before the “big 'un” I took his place.
What an occasion on which to make my Hampden
international debut! It poured with rain all day, and all
" the soaked Glasgow fans got for their money was the
doubtful pleasure of watching England’s Tommy Finney
dazzle the Scottish defence with a brilliant one-man
show,
England won that game 2-1. I can only remember that

Billy Wright was marking me, which meant that I hardly
had a look-in, and that the Manchester United pair, Stan
Pearson and Jack Rowley, formed a fine England left-
wing to balance the wizardry of Finney and Broadis on
the right. <

Three years later, still as an Airdrie player, I was back
in the Scottish side against England at Wembley—my
first visit to the famous London stadium.

That time England crushed the pride of Scotland by
7-2, with Dennis Wilshaw showing how easy it was by
getting four goals.

Once again I hardly contributed anything to a Scot-
tish attack which saw very little of the ball anyway.

That year I held out only a faint hope of playing
against England again, but rather to my surprise, I was
selected the following year against England at Hampden.

This time we put up a much better show. The weather
was kind and right up until a few minutes from time
Scotland were leading by a single goal—a curious freak
effort by Graham Leggat which completely deceived
England’s young Third Division goalkeeper Reg
Matthews. 2Lt ;

With the giant Hampden crowd all ready to let them-
selves go with the victory roar, Johnny Haynes dashed
our hopes by snatching a dramatic equaliser and the

: frustrated Scottish fans went home silent.
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So much for my games against England. But I have
enjoyed happier times in making appearances against the
US.A. and Denmark (in Copenhagen) in 1952, against
the Irish League in 1953 and the English League in 1954.

As an Airdrie schoolboy player, I figured as a left-
winger, at centre-forward and even at centre-half. Then
I went to Airdrie Academy and was signed by Airdrie-
onians straight from school at 17.

All told, I spent ten years with Airdrie as a part-time
professional, for outside football I am employed as a
quantity surveyor.

In October last year some misunderstandings arose
between the club and myself and this led to my joining
Glasgow Rangers in time to win a League championship
medal with the Ibrox club.

When I went on the Airdrie transfer list, Rangers put
in an offer and after two games in their reserves, I made
my League debut against Raith Rovers. We drew 4-4 and
I made my bow with a goal.

Since then I've enjoyed every moment of my football
with the famous Glasgow club. I have played for
Glasgow against Sheffield in the old established inter-
city match and also appeared against Arsenal last season.

This was my first trip to Highbury and I think Rangers
gave one of their best performances for many seasons
winning 3-0 under the floodlights.

Even as a Rangers player—they are one of the com-
paratively few Scottish clubs which believe in full-time
footballers—I have never been tempted to give up my
outside job.

Of course, I'm lucky enough to work for a firm which
has allowed me all the time off I need for my football.

“1 joined
Rangers just
in time

to win a

Championship

medal”’

— IAN McMILLAN
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MAKING dogmatic judgments on and assessments of

great players and great teams in football offers as
much security as a walk through a quicksand. So many
factors crowd in on one that there is no escaping the
final conclusion that in football the individual opinion
will always overwhelm any scientific analysis.

And the problem is made much more acute in con-
sidering a club like Rangers which has a history of 86
years and thus has offered hundreds of players to be
watched. It is a club which has had persistent success,
and that fact alone may tend to influence the critic and

ANES TR

'TOIIII'I‘IY Muirhead — Ibrox

he Rangers Stars
of Yester-vear

the public into believing that every Rangers player was
a shade better than he really may have been.

Nevertheless it is clear that there have been at least
two outstanding teams in Rangers’ history, the first of
them in the decade around the turn of the century, from
roughly 1895 to 1905. Then the championship was won
in four successive seasons from 1899 to 1902, the Scottish
Cup in 1897, ’98 and again in 1903. The club rallied again
in 1911-12-13, when three championships were won. But
it is fairly true to say that Celtic were dominant from

1905 to the end of the First World War, winning in that
period ten championships and five Scottish Cup finals.

This decade for Rangers was the era of Smith and
Drummond, the great fullbacks, the Crompton-Penning-
ton parthership of Scotland. Nick Smith was an indomit-
able player of tremendous power and his partner Jock
Drummond was also of robust power but with cracking
speed his greatest asset.

These were the days of fine forwards such as Finlay
Speedie, R. S. McColl, George Livingstone—all played
intermittently with the club—of Jock Campbell and
Dickie and Jimmy Millar, a tempestuous centre-forward
with an explosive shot. And of Alec Smith, Rangers’
finest winger before Alan Morton.

But probably the greatest of them all was Neilly
Gibson, peerless wing-half and the founder of a minor
football dynasty. Gibson is described as physically frail
in appearance, but a man of steely resolution and a con-
summate craftsman who goes into the history books
beside the great ones of any age.

In bringing a ball down under his control and moving
it on with one smooth rhythmic movement, Neilly
Gibson set the pattern for an enviable succession of
Scottish wing-halves and inside-forwards who have
spread the football word throughout the world. Gibson’s
remarkable tactical brain dominated this fine team.

After the First World War, however,
there emerged the greatest team in the
history of this remarkable club, a team
which in 1929 ended 25 years of failure
in the Scottish Cup, though they had had
six final appearances in that time.

This team through most of the twenties
and into the thirties was, in its best
formation: — Robb; Manderson and
McCandless; Meiklejohn, Dixon and
Craig; Archibald, Cunningham, Hender-
son, Cairns and Morton.

It made Rangers supreme in champion-
ship football in the years between the
wars with sixteen wins in 22 seasons. Only
Celtic, five times, and Motherwell once

stalwart of pre-war days.

Morton and Meiklejohn,

Gordon and Gibson . . .

they are the greatest
in a great past

—Motherwell were the only club to interrupt a Rangers-
Celtic League monopoly which lasted 44 years—were
able to withstand them.

Bridging the gap before, during and for a short time
after the first war, were two superb wing half-backs,
Jimmy Gordon and Jimmy Bowie—really an inside-
forward. Gordon, with Morton and Meiklejohn, must lay
claim to the title of “the greatest Rangers player.”

He was the complete craftsman and the strongest
evidence to support this is that he played with success
in EVERY POSITION for Rangers and in more than
one position for Scotland. A player of the utmost skill
and sagacity, he influenced much of the style of the
Rangers team which was to follow him.

Bowie, never a physical giant, was a player largely
reliant on skill, which he had to a marked degree. He
later achieved the distinction of becoming the president
of the Scottish Football League.

The great Rangers team of the twenties and early
thirties was one bulging with personalities and players
of the highest standards."

Manderson and McCandless were a remarkable full-
back combination, completely contrasting Irishmen.
Bert Manderson, one of the great personalities of his
time—and later for many years the Queen’s Park trainer
—played his football with a rare delight.

He was tall, leggy and impulsive, yet because of his
quickness in recovery, was never wholly beaten, Wingers
who sailed past Bert rejoiced too soon, because invari-
ably he would emerge from nowhere and nail them.

Billy McCandless, by contrast, was cagey, evasive,
cunning, seeking always to manoeuvre his winger the
way he wanted him to go, tackling only when he was
quite certain of getting possession, in the manner of his
great Irish predecessor, Bill McCracken of Newcastle,
or of the great Alec McNair of the Celtic.

And small as he was, McCandless could
turn balls back into play from the most
ridiculous of angles and was not averse to
dribbling himself out of trouble. Here

Journalist then was a fine, contrasting and perfectly

balancing defensive partnership.
son Davie Meiklejohn at right-half — and

of the just as often at centre-half—was one of

the greatest players of his time and one

former who stands comparison with almost any

in the history of the game. He was

Motherwell strongly built, above medium height.
forward

In defence he was indomitable, his
tackling was of great power, and his work
in the air was quite brilliant. In attack he
was forceful, judicious and selective, an
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David Meiklejohn — one of Rangers all-
time greats.
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unerring tactician. One small but highly developed facet
of his play was a lob, pitched forward to his outside-
right, which swerved in the air and completely baffled
the opposing left-back.

Meiklejohn captained Rangers when they hammered
Celtic in the Scottish final of 1928 to end a quarter cen-
tury of failure and he was an inspiring captain of Scot-
land. Dixon and Craig (or Walls) were less talented half-
backs than Meiklejohn, but forceful players nevertheless.

At outside-right, Sandy Archibald was a most dynamic
player of great speed and invincible spirit.

At inside-right was Andy Cunningham from Ayrshire,
tall, blond, with a puzzling feint and swerve at high
speed and an acute faculty for volleying knee-high
passes. A goalscorer like Archibald, Cunningham was
also particularly adept at sweeping long crossfield passes
out. to Alan Morton.

In contrast, in the other inside-forward position was
Tommy Cairns, a bustler, hustler, a power player, an
indestructible man who would tackle an entire defence
unabashed.




He took much of the weight off Alan Morton at
outside-left, and when Cairns went, Rangers found a
similarly powerful player in Bob McPhail.

And now, Alan Morton, no doubt the greatest player
Rangers have ever had. The “wee blue devil,” like his
great near-contemporaries Alec James and Hughie
Gallacher (Morton was from Airdrie, James and
Gallacher from Bellshill a few miles away), he learned
his football with a “tanner ba’” a small rubber ball
which he dribbled along the streets.

Small, dainty, even frail, Morton developed fantastic
dribbling skill, quickness off the mark and a deceptive

swerve, His crosses, delivered on the run, were precise -

and perfect and he had a hanging lob developed to such
a degree that goalkeepers were completely foxed by it.

Morton played eleven times against England, and as his
career came to maturity, his very presence on the field
struck a terror of anticipation into opposing defences.

At centre-forward in the team was a succession run-
ning through George Henderson. Jimmy Fleming, Sam
English, then Jimmy Smith, the latter taking Rangers up
to the Second World War. In goal were Willie Robb,
then Tom Hamilton and then perhaps the greatest
Rangers goalkeeper of all, Jerry Dawson.

The full-backs gave way to Gray and Macdonald.
Dougie Gray played more than 20 years with the club,
and Rangers never had a more consistent player.

' The team which took Rangers deeper into the thirties
maintained the tradition of success. The half-back line
became Meiklejohn, Simpson and Brown.

Jimmy Simpson from Dundee United was an uncom-
promising stopper. George Brown, Glasgow schoolmaster,

was sleek, elegant and sophisticated, and his philosophy
of pure attacking football came under much critical fire.
His penchant for attack was said to “murder” his own
left-back, but Whitey Macdonald seemed to stand up
under the stfain.

Rangers in the thirties recorded ﬁve Scottish Cup wins,
seven championship successes.

Alec Venters, dour and moody, but talented, came
from Fife to take McPhail’s place in time, Torry Gillick,
a superb foraging forward in the highest pawky Scots
tradition, stayed long enough to make his reputation,
then went to Everton, only to return during the war.

Rangers re-started after the second war almost com-
pletely changed in staff, but quickly back into their stride
of success. Three championships were won in the first
four post-war seasons, and there were three successive
cup victories.

Considering this, considering the vigorous challenge
being made by Hibernian and Aberdeen and regardless
of general standards, this post-war team may indeed be
considered great. It had Bobby Brown from Queen’s Park
in goal, Young, Woodburn and Cox in the defence,
Waddell, Gillick and Thornton in attack.

What of the modern Rangers? Nowhere does one find
a player of the stature of these great men of the past,
but in a club of such history and tradition, with such
a compelling hold on the affections of so much of young
Scotland, Rangers will certainly produce them again.

Who were the greatest? Let me put them in this order:
first, Alan Morton; second, David Meiklejohn; third,

Jimmy Gordon; joint fourth, Neilly Gibson and Jackie
Robinson.
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Alec Scott geh heohnent for a blisl'a' from : " Trainer Davie
csmhnt trainer Joe thve S _ i g

and his assist-

. ant sort the
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. fore a practice
match. *

Rangers players enjoy the de luxe
Ibrox plunge bath after a training
session.

at IBROX
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Training over, man-
ager Scot Symon
cracks a joke with
players and trainers.

4

A Rangers “back-
room” girl — pretty
Miss Isobel Dick is
manager Scot
Symon’s  secretary.




There’s apprehension in rival
defences (Partick’s above and
Ayr’sbelow)as Rangers swoop.
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MEET SOME OF THE
IBROX BABES

BILLY STEVENSON

SHINING brightly and steadily as a star is the prize

babe of Ibrox, nineteen-year-old Billy Stevenson, the
left-half who has become a hero to the thousands of
kids who line the terraces at Ibrox.

Under manager Scot Symon, Edinburgh boy Steven-
son is much more than just another young player. He is
an example that can be followed by any boy who dreams
of one day being a Ranger.

Stevenson is living proof that if you have talent, ability
and determination then Ibrox is the place to go!

When he first stepped into the team there were scoffs
and jeers. It was much too early, said the know-alls. And
Stevenson, a smile on his rugged young face, kept silent.

Can be great

One day I sat high in the eyrie of the Ibrox Press box
and heard George Young, to my mind the greatest of
them all, say: “That’s a footballer. Given time he can
be great”. And coming from Man Mountain George
that is nectar-sweet praise.

But Stevenson is not a football meteor, to flare
brilliantly and then plunge into obscurity. He began his
football apprenticeship as a schoolboy international,
played with Dalkeith Thistle when just out of short
pants, and signed for Rangers in 1956.

Two years passed, and then came his first team chance.
And the scoffers were the same people who, after Steven-
son had played a mere two games for Rangers, shouted:
“Cap Stevenson For Scotland.”

One day Billy will emigrate to Canada, where his
family have set their hearts on settling. But not for many
years. Rangers and Scotland need this ‘babe’ of babes.

CRAIG BROWN

XT have a look at Craig Brown. George Young
praised Billy Stevenson and he praises Craig Brown,
too.

Brown, son of the principal of Glasgow’s physical
education college was “born to play football.” Says his
father: “Craig has played with a ball at his feet in the
garden since he could toddle.”

Right-half Brown, from Hamilton Academy, was

“ticked off” a year ago by manager Scot Symon, who
did it trying hard to hide a smile.

Brown, holder of more youth and schoolboy honours
than he can count, was training EVERY day at Ibrox
and PLAYING three times a week for Coltness United.

And Mr Symon had to tell him to take it easy. A wise
move . . . but if more of our football youngsters would
work as hard as Brown then there would be more stars!

Who does Brown remind Ranger fans of? None other
than Doctor Adam Little, the great player who himself
wore the royal blue with high distinction.

JOHN CURRIE

AISED in one of Scotland’s most famous sporting

families -is another Rangers babe—centre-half John
Currie, still, at the time of writing, waiting in the wings
for his big chance.

Currie’s father was a well-known junior footballer in
Glasgow and his brother is Dick Currie, one of Scotland’s
most famous amateur and professional boxers.

Strong and rugged, Currie has got what it takes one day
to follow in Stevenson’s football steps.

DAVIE WILSON

“I HAVE never met a boy who was keener to learn”.
That is what an ex-Ibrox player said about good
looking Davie Wilson, another of the Rangers babes.

“Wee Davie,” as he is called was under the watchful
eye of one of the greatest ever Rangers . . . Jock “Tiger”
Shaw. He had Wilson with junior club Baillieston and
said with justifiable pride: “He is a real Ranger all right”.

It was Shaw who speeded Wilson up by stopping him
training in soft shoes and making him wear spikes.

Winger Wilson, in the Army, has a natural football
brain. He can play at outside-left, outside-right, inside-
left and any other position in the attack you care to
name.

And the great Willie Waddell, famed Scotland and
Ibrox winger, thinks a lot ofgthis boy. He says: “Another
Johnny Hubbard.” That indeed is saying something.

Yes, the Stevensons, Curries and Wilsons can help
Rangers to even greater glory . . . and they are just a
few of the “Ibrox Babes.”

SANDY WILLIAMSON.

There’ll be no shortage of players to fill the boots of the retiring

greats all the time Rangers can hoast youngsters like these
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THE *“*STOP-GAP™”
BECAME
THE STAR

WHAT does it feel like to be signed as a “stop-gap”

and then stay to'become a Rangers star on the wrong
side of 30? I should know, because that’s what hap-
pened to me two years ago when I thought my career
was over.

It still seems like a dream—that Thursday evening
when I was lapping round the Love Street pitch at
Paisley and St. Mirren manager Mr. Willie Reid asked
to see me. :

“There’s a club after you . . .” he began as I entered
his office. “I hope it’s not an English club—I don’t want
to leave Scotland,” I interrupted.

Then manager Reid sprang the biggest bombshell of
my life. “It’s Rangers . . . do you want to go?” he asked.
Rangers! At my time of life!

I'd reckoned on two more seasons with the Saints at
most, and now here was Scotland’s most famous club
wanting to sign me when I was turned 30 years of age.
It didn’t seem possible.

But it was true enough. “Yes, I'll go, of course,” I said.

Actually, the Ibrox club had decided to sign me as
a “stop-gap” until they could groom someone to take
George Young's place at centre-half. Manager Scot
Symon had tried one or two youngsters but none of
them seemed to have the experience he required.

Before I played my first match for them, Rangers had
lost four games in a row and their loyal supporters
were shaken. But when I came into the team — and
believe me, I'm taking no real personal credit for this
—we went unbeaten for 26 League games.

My surprise transfer to Rangers naturally gave my
confidence a terrific boost. In my first game the Ibrox
crowd cheered their heads off the first time I headed the
ball.

This was a tremendous thrill for me, because 1 had
the reputation of being something of a “tough” player.
When I had played at Ibrox with St. Mirren in previous
seasons I had frequently been given the “bird”.

That first match was against Clyde and I'm told my
signing proved so popular with Rangers’ fans that a
special train had to be laid on from Glasgow Central
Station to carry the overflow of customers.

Scot Symon told me that he had me in mind as a
“stop-gap” for a year. I think he must now be as sur-
prised as I am that I have taken on a new lease of
Soccer life, Teel fitter than ever before, and am now in
my third season as a “stop-gap” having won a League
Championship medal last winter.

IR i

Another big thrill for me in my early days with
Rangers was the “atmosphere” of playing before big
crowds AWAY from Ibrox Park, for Rangers inevitably

. attract a packed house on other club grounds.

It was certainly not like that in my St. Mirren days,
but I was as glad as anyone to see the Saints take the
Scottish Cup last season. :

It was as a St. Mirren player, of course, that I played

- nearly all my hundreds of games in Scottish football.

But I might have gone south at one time.

Newcastle United, Preston North End and Fulham
were all keen to sign me. But St. Mirren were not keen
to let me go, and to discourage English enquiries they
put a price tag of something like £17,000 on my head.
I haven’t always been a centre-half. At Glengowan
school in my native Larkhall I was a right-winger. I had
a short spell as an amateur with' Larkhall Rangers, then
I moved to the Lanarkshire Junior club Burnbank
Athletic. .

It was Burnbank who first realised that I was not cut
out to be a forward and they played me at full-back. In
1943 I was signed by St. Mirren, eventually switched to
left-half and became their captain. .

In the 14 years I spent with the Saints I won my

only full Scottish cap against Wales at Hampden Park.
This was .in' 1954, and there were many among the
crowd who thought I might have prevented the
equalising goal by John Charles in a 3-3 draw.

There was -only a minute to go when Big John broke
through. I could have stopped him—BUT IT WOULD
HAVE MEANT FOULING HIM. As he was right
through, I just would not bring myself to fetch down
this great sportsman unfairly. :

In 1949 I was selected to tour the U.S.A. and Canada
with the Scottish F.A. We played in New York, St.
Louis, Montreal and Toronto among other cities and ‘I
appeared in nine games.

This was my first trip abroad, a wonderful experience
which I would never have had but for Soccer.

I have a great admiration for John Charles. I used
to fancy myself as a bit of a “John Charles” too, for
in my St. Mirren days I would often be switched from
centre-half to centre-forward depending on the needs of
the game.

Apart from John, I rate Nat Lofthouse the best centre-
forward I've come up against. We clashed in 1956 when
I played for the Scottish League against the English

o] : ; ;
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HE greatest fight of my life is almost over. The

fight to become fit to play football for Rangers.
A fight I have waged unceasingly since a desperate
day in Korea in 1953, when I cheated death by a
narrower margin than man has a right to expect.

I was leading a Black Watch patrol when, suddenly, a
flare soared up and I was caught in a burst of machine-
gun bullets.

I should have been killed at once, but miraculously I
regained my own lines and was wafted to safety by an
American ambulance helicopter.

In the base hospital they found I was in a bad way.

I had been hit in the abdomen and in one leg and,

frankly, the kindly Americans did not give much for

my chances.

It has been a long, hard and often despairing slog back
to health from that dark day of six years ago.

When I reached a British hospital in Kure (Japan)
after the Americans had patched me up, there followed
the first of the 18 operations I have had on the road to
recovery.

From Kure I was shipped to Singapore, where I had a
relapse and was taken off the boat which was to take me
to England.

Eventually, I was flown to Aldershot, where I spent two
weeks in the military hospital and was then admitted to
the Millbank Hospital in London.

There I came under the hands of the man who prob-
ably did more than anyone to help me—Colonel Hunt,

a fellow Scot and, by a happy chance, a Soccer fan, too.

After twelve months I left his hospital as near fit as
they could get me, but almost a hopeless case as far as
playing League football again,

1 went home to Perth and, after a holiday, decided to
call on my old club friends with East Fife,

Mr. Scot Symon—now the Rangers manager—had been
in charge at Bayview Park, Methil, before I left for Army
service, but in the meantime he had moved south to
Preston, and Jerry Dawson had succeeded him as East
Fife chief.

I told him I was feeling better and had thought about
playing again, but he left it to me to make the final
decision.

As a matter of routine I sought the advice of my local
doctor. But I also had an idea or two of my own.

It so happened that Davie Kinnear, the present Rangers'
chief trainer, had been our trainer when I was a junior
with Newburgh.

At this time, however, Davie was a remedial gymnast
at Bridge of Earn Rehabilitation Centre, and under him
I went through an arduous eight-week course.

1 owe a lot to Davie for his help and patience during
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 HOW A RANGERS STAR WON HIS
FIGHT AGAINST CHINESE BULLETS

that testing time when I had to seek the truth about

my Soccer future.

Cross-country. runs, weight-lifting, exercises of every
conceivable kind . . . I got the full treatment at Bridge
of Earn and, at the end of it, I was able to decide that I
stood a reasonable chance of continuing the career I had
interrupted nearly two years earlier.

Back at Methil, I had a few reserve games, but things
didn’t go too well at first.

Gradually, however, I built up my strength, regained
my touch, and was given more games—including a few
first-team appearances.

I felt that I was improving my play week by week, but
unfortunately East Fife were having a tough time, and
there was a bit of a damper on the club. That, of course,
did not help my progress.

Then, in November, 1955, came an ‘out of the blue’
offer to join Rangers. By then, Scot Symon and Davie
Kinnear were together at Ibrox, and they had the idea
that I would, perhaps, suit them as a possible successor
to George Young. '

I had played at wing-half and centre-half, but after a
few weeks at Ibrox I was pitchforked into the League
side as centre-half against Aberdeen, when George Young
had to miss a game through injury.

We beat Aberdeen 5—I1 and in my next game I went
in against my old club, East Fife, whom we walloped 6—1.

Two good wins and, I was told, two good perform-
ances from me,

I also had a good match against Nice in the European
Cup, in Paris, but then George Young was declared fit
and I had to step down.

But for only one game!

Rangers crashed 5—1 to Raith, and 1 was recalled for
the next, and vital, match with Hearts at Ibrox—this
time at left-half.

That, in my opinion, ranks as one of my finest games.
It was virtually a League decider, for Rangers and Hearts
were both chasing the title.

We triumphed 5—3, and I had the joy of scoring my
first goal for the club—an effort which really brought
home to me just how loud is the roar from an 80,000
Ibrox crowd.

So, after 20 games in Rangers’ League team, I quali-
fied for a championship medal. But still I was not so
fit as 1 would have liked—particularly did I feel it at
the start of a game.

The following campaign, when the Ibrox club finished
runners-up to Hearts, I was hit by nagging injuries which
had nothing to do with my Korea wounds.

But they were enough to unsettle me, and I had only
about seven games that winter. At the start of last season
I felt fitter than at any time, and although I missed the
opening games, I eventually got back into the first team.

This time, I was switched to right-half and played my
full share in Rangers’ second title win in three seasons.

Now, thanks to the work of Colonel Hunt and other
kind friends—especially manager Scot Symon and trainer
Davie Kinnear, who had so much faith in me—I am back
on top of the Soccer world, with a great club.
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PLAYING

L

IAN McCOLL

“NJOWADAYS Rangers and Celtic are the best of pals
on and off the field. Sure, there is some ‘needle’

—it is inevitable in matches of this nature — but not -

the malicious kind which characterised so many tough
clashes before 1939.

“And as far as crowd conduct comes into it — the
trouble always comes from a comparatively small section
of hot-heads who would make themselves menaces

anywhere.”

RALPH BRAND b

“IN April, 1952, I was picked to play
inside-left for the Scottish Boys
against England, at Wembley. We lost
by the only goal—but, watching the
televised game back home in Scotland,
was the late Mr. Willie Struth, famous
manager of Glasgow Rangers.

“It seems he was impressed with my showing on the
TV screen. As a result, Rangers invited me to Ibrox
Park for an interview.

“I did not become a Rangers player right away —
I was too young. I was ‘farmed’ out to an Edinburgh
Juvenile club, Slateford Athletic. But the Ibrox club
had an option on me and soon I got a few games with
their junior team.

“In 1954 1 was called back to Ibrox to sign as a pro-
fessional and, at 17, made my League debut against
Kilmarnock. I was lucky. Willie Waddell was hurt and
the club were short of a right-winger.

“It was hard on Waddell, but it gave me a chance and
1 celebrated by scoring twice in our 3—1 win.

“ . . . My red-letter day was my wedding day. I was
married in the early afternoon, dashed to Ibrox from

the reception and played against Third Lanark — and
celebrated with a hat-trick.

“J was playing at outside-right that day, but I prefer
inside-forward.

“I have still a lot to learn, but I feel I am with a
fine club in Rangers. They have certainly given me a
good run. I have now appeared in every forward posi-
tion except centre-forward for them.”

GEORGE NIVEN

% game I remember most — although it was the

one I knew the least about at the time — was the
Scottish Cup Final of 1953 when we drew 1—1 on the
Saturday with Aberdeen.

~  “I kept asking him the score. And he wondered
* whether to let me go out again or not.
.~ “Apparently, I had assured him I was all right,
. pleaded to get out again . . . and was back in goal when
. the teams returned to the field after the interval.

“The score was still 1—0 for us, George Young hav-

~ ing performed well in my absence — in my jersey, too.

- “I was told later that it was the funniest sight to see
~ George looking like a half-skinned rabbit in my jersey,
. which was much too small for him!”

8 JOHN LITTLE

i “I WAS signed by Rangers at the beginning of July,

1951.
- “To meet the boys, I was invited by Manager Billy
__S(rnth to travel north with the team to play Aberdeen

Players past and present ¢ ‘you their- Ibrox stories

“We got an early goal, and then the Dons started to
pile on the pressure. Their quicksilver centre-forward,
Paddy Buckley, was sent through; I ran out and dived
at his feet.

“But Paddy couldn’t hold back the boot that was try- -

ing to force the ball past me. It caught me on the right
ear and the back of the head. One of the studs must
have torn the ear, for it required four stitches.

“I didn’t know much about that. In fact, I didn’t
know much about anything. I was carried off on a
stretcher. The doctor stitched the ear — and at first he
thought the ear drum had burst.

" in a St. Mungo Cup-tie at Pittodrie. It was to be a sort
" of inaugural week-end for me. I would get to know all
the lads for the first time in those few days, and have
this little break at the expense of the club.

“I went, to Aberdeen with them. AND AN HOUR
BEFORE THE KICK-OFF 1 WAS TOLD I WAS TO
PLAY.

“There wasn’t time to feel nervous and panicky. All
I had time to do was to strip, get on to that park, and
play.

- “Willie Woodburn had been injured — but I hadn’t
‘been told about that — and George Young was moved
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to centre-half and I went in at right-back.

“What a debut!

“With the famous Jock Shaw at left-back — the man
whom [ eventually was to replace — Ian McColl,
Young and Sammy Cox in front of me, I couldn’t have
been prouder.

“l have been fortunate in playing with such skilful
and helpful colleagues. Anything I know about the
game, they have taught me!”

ALEX SCOTT

“IS it possible to make too good a start in big-time
football? Surely not, yet some people think I

did just that when I became a fully-fledged Rangers
player in 1955. It happened like this. Rangers signed
me from Bo’ness United, where I

remained for some time until they called

WHAT IT MEANS 0 BE A RANGER ;5.5 s e o,

decided to give me a chance in the first

team right away. It was a mid-week

League fixture against my home-town
club Falkirk. We won 4—1, and I had the good fortune
to start my senior career with a hat-trick.

“The next week, Rangers flew down to London to
play a floodlit game with Arsenal at Highbury. That was
quite an experience for a senior of less than a week’s
standing and I was feeling a bit nervous beforehand
when I heard that part of the game was to be televised.
Well, we drew 3—3, and after being given an encouraging
start by scoring with my first kick at the ball I finished
up with two goals.

“This sounds like an extract from a football serial in
a boys’ paper. But in the serials the hero usually goes on
scoring hat-tricks every week and earns himself a Cup
Final medal and a string of caps before he knows what's
hit him.

“It doesn’t happen like that in real life and there



were times when I began to wonder if a flying start
was such a good thing after all, I got a lot of publicity

for scoring that hat-trick and sometimes, when I struck .

a poor game, I got the impression that the fans thought
I had let them down by not keeping it up. every
week . ..”

MAX MURRAY

“I HAD the pleasure of scoring a hat-trick for Queen’s
Park by way of a start in League football—against
Cowdenbeath. ;

“That match goes down in my memory book along
with one other — my debut with Rangers in the first
game of season 1955-56.

“] had moved to Ibrox during the close-season. Of
all places the game was at Brockville Park, less than a
‘mile from my home. We beat Falkirk 5—0 and I
notched a couple of goals in one of the most enjoyable
90 minutes I have ever spent on a football park.”

JOHNNY HUBBARD

N occasion I can look. back on without regret was
the time I scored a hat-trick against our old

rivals, Celtic, on New Year’s Day, 1955.

“The final score was 4—1, but the incident that had

“Great news, Dave—the wife's leaving me and
I’ll be able to come to lbrox after all!”
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the fans cheering was the first of three goals I scored,
eighteen minutes from the end.

“The score was 1—1, and it seemed likely the game
would end that way.

“In fact, many of the crowd were moving towards the
exits when Billy Simpson pushed the ball in front of
me.

“Mike Haughney closed in to tackle, but I managed
to round him before he could check my run.

“Jock Stein, at centre-half, saw the danger and rushed
over, but I still had the ball at my feet when Jock
was two yards behind me.

“It was now Frank Meecham’s turn to challenge and,
although Frank and I clashed and I lost control of the
ball, I was lucky enough to see it break in front.

“The ’keeper then came out and threw himself at my
feet. I side-stepped and walked the ball into the net.

“I came to Scotland in July, 1949, and a month after
the opening of the season played in Rangers first team.

“You can imagine the change in crowd atmosphere
from South Africa. Our gates out there were usually
three or four thousand, but that day, against Partick
Thistle at Ibrox, we had a 72,000 crowd.”

DON KICHENBRAND

“I HAD always wanted to try my luck in British foot-

ball, but I never thought it could come about so -

quickly.

“From" the day inm 1955 when I spoke to Charlie
Watkins, the old Rangers and Luton Town player, after
a charity game in Benoni, South Africa, to the day I
made my debut for Rangers against Partick Thistle in a
Scottish League match, was only six weeks.

“In this charity game in Benoni I was playing for
Delfos and Charlie was playing for the Wanderers, the
club he coaches. Charlie seemed to be impressed—I
scored five of our side’s six goals.

“He cabled Rangers when I told him of my ambition.
That started it. I was on my way.

“My first Scots interest came from Hearts, who
toured South Africa in 1954. I played in a Test match
against them in Durban and afterwards Tommy Walker
asked me to let him know if I ever thought about trying
British football.

“But Rangers came along with a definite proposal,
and that was that.”

These quotations are extracts from
articles contributed by players to
“Charles Buchan’s Football
Monthly”’ and ‘“‘Soccer Gift Book”

AS the name of Willie Maley is inseparable from that
o of Celtic, so is the name of Bill Struth inseparable
. from that of Rangers—the other half of Glasgow’s “Old
- Firm”.

These two great administrators were the heart and the
soul of the football clubs they steered to greatness and
nursed through the inevitable doldrums. Maley was a
player before he became a manager. Struth was never a
player in any remarkable sense. He was a track athlete,
~ what they call in Scotland a “ped.”

Yet he made himself one of the shrewdest managers
. in the game and the Rangers club one of the greatest
. in the world.

* For all the honour Rangers and Celtic players have
. brought to Scottish football over the years, it is a
. lamentable fact that their association will always be
. tagged with the notorious New Year’s Day clashes of
~ their rival supporters, if that is the word for the com-
. parative handful of hooligans who, in spite of all the
. police and the good sense of ordinary spectators can do,
. sometimes turn this show-piece into a Donnybrook.
The players themselves are as friendly socially and

by JOHN MACADAM

on the field as can be—I've known many of them,
irrespective of club loyalties, to meet up on Saturday
evenings and go dancing or music-halling together.

But, once they come on to the field as Soccer opponents
there'’s often trouble on the terraces.

The first time my father took me to the New Year’s
match at Ibrox I was only a slightly-built boy and he
was no heavyweight himself. I can feel now the acute
terror I experienced when, after an incident on the field,.
the great banners bearing partisan slogans were raised
aloft and then brought down on the heads of those non-
partisans all around.

We ran for it through bugle-blowing, fist-slinging,
bottle-throwing groups of toughs, and I was pretty
grown-up before I went again. The police have now
banned the banners and the bugles and, as far as pos- .
sible, the bottles but that minority enmity dies hard.

But to more pleasant aspects of the Ibrox scene. And
what could be more pleasant than the recollection of
Alan Morton in full flight.

I suppose the argument like the one comparing Jack
Dempsey and Joe Louis and the other one comparing
Jimmy Wilde and Benny Lynch, will go on for ever:
Which was the greater winger, Alan Morton or Stanley
Matthews?

It is an argument impossible to settle. Apart from the
fact of their operation on opposite wings, they are of
different .eras. When I saw Morton first, he was with



amateur Queen’s Park, and when he went to Rangers
as the first of the big-money professionals I saw him a
lot more. g

All T am prepared to say in the matter is that it is my
belief that he was up against a greater variety of skills
and a greater number of individual players of his own
calibre than any present-day player has had to meet.

In the highest company, Morton was always supreme.
I remember in the twenties when a rival club were doing
special training for a Scottish Cup-tie against Rangers. I
asked the right-back who would be opposing Alan, a great
granite man, how he proposed to deal with Morton.

He appeared to reflect on the matter and then said:
.« “The first time Alan comes near me with the ball, 'l
dunt him so hard he’ll finish up in the Clyde . . .” and
then after a second’s further rumination, he added:
“Doon about Greenock!”

That represented a distance of some fifteen or sixteen
miles so you will see what Morton was up against.

What names and what great characters come to mind.
' There was the iron-hard Tommy Muirhead who became
one of Scotland’s leading football writers when he
finally hung up his boots at Ibrox.

There was the “peerless” Jimmy Gordon, Jimmy
Bowie and Doctor Paterson and then, coming up, Andy
Cunningham, Sandy Archibald and Willie Robb, one of
the great goalkeepers.

The great Davie Meiklejohn of that period in
Rangers’ history was an enthusiastic golfer as was his
great personal friend, the best-liked and most capable
referee of his day, Peter Craigmyle. They took every

\

opportunity that their travels allowed to get in a game.

This went on happily for years and then one day
Peter was handling a Queen of the South—Rangers
match at Dumfries. Meiklejohn was involved in an
incident during play and out came Peter’s notebook.

“What’s your name?” he demanded, as required by
the rules, of the big fellow who looked at him
astonished, for they had had one of their many games of
golf only the day before.

“You know my name fine,” said Davie, but, friend
or not friend, Peter was a stickler for the rules and
Davie had to repeat it in full before the game could
go on!

My happiest recollection of a Rangers’ match was a
sad one for their supporters. I was at Hampden to
cheer my home team, Greenock Morton, who by either
Black Magic or the judicious use of mirrors, got them-
selves into the Final of the Scottish Cup!

To make fancy even fancier, Rangers couldn’t score,
any more than anybody expected Morton to, and we
seemed all set for a goal-less Final. Then Morton were
awarded a free kick, just on their own side of the centre
line.

Jimmy Gourlay took an almost casual run-up and it
seemed obvious that it would be one of these easily-
cleared lobs towards goal for the forwards to chase and
harry.

But no! Gourlay hit that ball hard and true and you
could have knocked the Rangers’ team and fans over
with a feather when it dipped under the bar and the,
Cup was Greenock Morton’s.

An International every month’?

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH CYCLING SPORT
IN THE PAGES OF

SPORTING CYCLIST

A monthly magazine with
articles illustrated with magnificent
pictures of the major cycling events
in all parts of the world.

Sporting Cyclist is published monthly at 2/6d. by
Charles Buchan’s Publications Ltd., Hulton House, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!

lively

48

Will Rangers’ lucky black
cat be ‘‘on the ball” again?
Manager Scot Symon

watches and wonders.




Ronnie Steﬁart :
McKinnon §McCorquodale”,

George Bobby ,
McLean : Hume - o v oy IR

DAVIE KINNEAR, Rangers’ head
trainer, is rated one of the best
men in the business in Scotland.




It’s a thrill for any club
to score against mighty

Rangers. And that feeling
is captured wonderfully
in this picture of Ayr goal-
keeper Hamilton dancing
for joy as his team-mates
crack Rangers’ defence.

LT < T T

P

“FOLLOW...FOLLOW...
WE WILL
FOLLOW RANGERS”>

'RANGERS’ FOLLOWING IS A WORLD WIDE ONE

“FOLLOW . .. follow . . . we will follow Rangers.”

All over Scotland during the football season that

heart-warming chorus rings out on buses taking the
Ibrox fans to games.

The Rangers Supporters’ Association is one of the best
organised and run in Britain and one of the happiest.

How many clubs can boast members in America,
Canada, Colombo, Malaya, Hong Kong and New
Zealand?

Exiles who REALLY keep in touch. People, far from
home, who are kept as much informed of the doings
of Rangers and the Supporters’ Association as mem-
bers in Glasgow.

Football — and the love of Rangers — is the common
bond.

But, gradually, a happy social side has been founded,
one that has helped build even warmer friendships.
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Glasgow have had many happy hours listening to the
relay broadcasts of games from Ibrox, and many of the
Supporters’ Association officials and friends visit the
wards to talk about Rangers for hours.

Then there are the Association Charities. Money has
been donated to deserving causes all over Scotland.

_ For instance; a cheque to the Scottish Council for

- the care of Spastics . . . a large cheque to the -
Comforts Fund of Hairmyres Hospital . . . postal
orders for £1 each to many old age pensioners.

These are just a few of the quiet acts of charity of this
great Association.

And the harmony between the Association and the club
is close and warm. George Brown, one of Rangers
“greats,” is closely identified with the Association,
as are many others.

Mr Scot Symon, manager of the Rangers has this to

say: “I hasten to thank the Association members, who
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"' Ilew Zealand to Inverness

-
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 Hong Kong to Edinburgh.
 —youll find Rangers’ fans

i e ~ wherever you gc

“I was honoured and thrilled to speak at a rally, but,
frankly, it is such a big and wonderful occasion that
away games, and I am happy to learn of the large I would rather play in front of 150,000 at Hampden
increase in membership.” Park. May the Association go from strength to

And the relations between players and fans? Wonderful! strength.”

You just have to be present at a rally in the St. Men like F. Smith, J. Murphy, A. Fraser and H.
Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, when all the people, fans, McKechnie have done much to help the Association
players and officials who love Rangers get together. become the mighty legion it is.

The comradeship is magnificent. But all agree that the folk who really matter are the

Past and present Rangers players take their bow, to rank-and-file members of the great royal blue brigade,

thunderous applause, and Rangers chairman J. F. members who have a great reputation for sportsman-
Wilson, D.L., J.P., is always present. ship and good work, members of whom any club in the

. . 1d might be proud. From New Zealand to Inverness
The proceeds of this great get-together go to charity. WOx ;
VL Ml sk Badgeis sud Scothnd plaves says: . . . from Hong Kong to Edinburgh the Rangers fans

are banded together.
TELEPHONE : BRIDGETON 4679

comprise such a large section of our followers, for
their loyal and valuable support, especially at our

FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES of all League clubs and most Scottish and
non-League clubs for sale at cost price (as sold on ground). Foreign Inter-
nationals—France 2/6; Sweden, Portugal, Switzerland 2/- each; gium,

RAYMOND H. THOMPSON | | St Norwy U5 sech: sng finkod 16 sho J558 Werid Cor o2

irst come, first served. (Why pay more?) 48-hour service in operation.

Why wait longer for your ‘programmes? Free programmes put in every
k Collecti b ht, send s.a.e. for details. Try our i/-, 2/-, 3/-

order for amount required, accompanied

Ladies’ and Gen tlemen’s mffxm?_sa:g;?ﬂ\oquuuss, 22, Barforth Road, S.E.}
: T 'l The programme specialists, recognised as the world's best.
ailwor

435 DUKE STREET, GLASGOW, E.1

THE SOCCER DICTIONARY

has, some 1,200 entries on names, nicknames, colours,
and grounds of all League clubs, rules, expressions used.
136 pp. 44 x 53 in. Cloth 5/6d., paper 3/4d. post free.

AVIS (MU), 26 Gordonbrock Rd., London, S.E4.

Business hours 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.: or by appointment

CUSTOMERS’ MATERIALS EXPERTLY TAILORED
DON'T MISS THESE OUTSTANDING BARGAINS

Foa Dt B A e S, BOOKS FOR ADULT READING
B—First Division only 5/- 10/- 20/-

C—Second Division only 5/- 10/- 20/- LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER, Naked and the Dead, Woman
D—Third Division only 3/- 10/- 20/- of Rome, The Philanderer, House of Dolls, Children of Kaywana,
E—Fourth Division only 5 Il 2 20 Women in Love, The Willing Flesh, Peyton Place, World of Suzie

10/- /-
6 4/6 6/6

F—Assorted Parcels (plus 10 free) 3 : M

G—Any 20 League Clubs of your |!Von;, Beyosd‘Desl_re," V:or:::n ol FGIgf':ncfe_,thpuhn _Rou‘g:, TI;‘e
own choosing 7/- on, I ; e Maup of Their Bodies, 4/6 each.

H—100 assorted 12/6 From ‘Here to Eternity, Not as a Stranger, Kings Row, 6/6 each.

1—50 assorted 716 All post paid. LEE (MU 7), 269 P: ille Rd., London, N.I.

J—English League only 2/6 5/- 176

K—Giant parcels ( i

International, Cup Final, etc) 8/-

L—Free parcels (just send stamps to cover p. & p.)
M—‘Golden Guinea’ (Internationals,

Cup Finals, Foreign, Scottish

and 25 free programmes) 21/-

HIRE PURCHASE finance available

All above are brand new with our usual guarantee — money back if for 3" tyPeS Of Sports and games eqUIPment'
not delighted. Postage is paid by the club, but should you require etc.— D. EVERARD L'M'TED’

your programmes despatched fiat, then please add 1/- to your order.
62 Oxford Street, London, W.I.

THE SOCCER PROGRAMME CLUB
Tel.: Museum 0811

14, Arkwright Road, Quinton, Birmingham 32
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Up-to-the-minute football news. ..

Weekly coverage of Scottish soceer . ..

Beat-the-lot 4-page pools section . ..

Inside racing news from stables
and gallops . ..

ORDER FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT NOW
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CALLIN

Press the top and the writing point appears.
mrmmmnnnnne ress the clip . . . and, hey presto, it has gone!

ALL RANGERS!

Don’t miss getting your ball-point

pen in the colours of Rangers—

v

with the nam'e of the club

inscribed on it in gold lettering

Pens are now available with the names and in the colours of

Aberdeen

Accrington Stanley

Airdrieonians

Aldershot

Arsenal

Aston Ville

Ayr United

Barnsley

Barrow

Birmingham Ci

Bishop Aucklan

Blackburn Rovers

Blackpool

Bolton Wanderers

Bournemouth and
Boscombe Ath.

Bradford. City

Bradford P. A.

Brentford

Brighton & Hove Alb.

Bristol City
Bristol Rovers
Burnley

Bury

Cardiff City
Carlisle United
Celtic

Charlton Athletic

-Chelsea

Chester
Chesterfield

yde
Colchester United
Coventry City
Crewe Alexandra
Crystal Palace

Darlington
Derby County
Doncaster Rovers

Dulwich Hamlet
Dundee
Dunfermline Ath.
East Fife

Everton

Exeter City
Falkirk

Fulham

Gateshead
Gillingham
Grimsby Town
Halifax Town
Hartlepools United
Heart of Midlothian
Hibernion
Huddersfield Town
Hull City

Ipswich Town
Kilmarnock

How to take this wonderful chance —
All you need do is to give your name and address, the name of your favourite
team, enclose postal order for 2s. 6d. plus 3d. for package and posting and send to:

Leeds United
Leicester City
Leyton Orient
Lincoln City
Liverpool

Luton Town
Manchester Ci
Manchester United
Mansfield Town
Middlesbrough
Millwall
Motherwell
Newcastle United
Newport Coun?
Northampton Town
Norwich City
Nottingham Forest
Notts County

Oidham Ath.

Partick Thistle
Plymouth Argyle
Portsmouth

Port Vale

Preston North End
Queen of the South
Queen’s Park
Queen’s Park R.
Raith Rovers

RANGERS

Reading

Rochdale

Rotherham United
St. Mirren
Scunthorpe United
Sheffield United
Sheffield Wednesday
Shrewsbury Town
Southampton

Southend United
Southport

Stirling Albion
Stockport County
Stoke City
Sunderiond
Swansea Town
Swindon Town
Third Lanark
Torquay United
Tottenham Hotspur
Tranmere Rovers
Walsall

Watford

West Bromwich A.
West Ham United
Wolverhampton W,
Workington
Wrexhom

York City

Charles Buchan’s Publications Ltd., Hulton House, Fleet Street, London E.C.4
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REMEMBER November 28, 1945? Throughout their"

glittering and glamorous career I do not think that
there has been a bigger — or better-remembered —
occasion than that day for Rangers.

It was the day Rangers met the famed Moscow
Dynamo. At Ibrox there are tangible souvenirs of that
game. But in Scotland, generally and Glasgow particu-
larly, it lives in the memory of the thousands, the
delighted thousands, who saw it.

And the men who played in the game, men who wore
the light blue on so many famous occasions, recall thjs
match more than any other.

Remember the Rangers team? Dawson, David Gray,
and Shaw; Watkins, Young and Symon; Waddell,
Gillick, Smith, Williamson and Johnstone. The score
2-2. Scorers: Smith and Young (pen) and Karsev (2) for
Dynamo.

That is only one of many great days for Rangers. It
was one of the greatest days for the late manager
William Struth, the man referred to by many as “The
Boss.”

A dictator? An “Iron Man”? Perhaps he was both of
these, but there are many who talk of his kindness and
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courage, and all who knew “Mr. Rangers” say: “He
lived for the Rangers”.

The Struth era brought more riches and glory to
Ibrox, the “Prince” of Scottish grounds, over which,
of course, Hampden reigns as “King.”

Rangers won the League Flag last season with 50
points. How long it was in the shadowy past in 1890-91
when the mighty Rangers, in their mutton-chop
whiskers, had 29 points with Dumbarton.

Then came triumphs for Dumbarton (what a team the
men nicknamed “The Rock” must have been in those
great days), Celtic, Celtic again, Hearts, Celtic, Hearts,
Celtic, and then, in season 1898-99, Rangers triumphed
with 36 points, winning all their games.

They won again in 1899-1900, and then came the
fantastic amazing run of success.

Rangers triumphed again the next year, and in 1901-2.
In 1904-5 Rangers and their old rivals Celtic tied with
41 points and — tragedy for the legions of loyal Ibrox
fans — Celtic won the decider.

It wasn’t until 1910-11 that Rangers broke the green-

and-white stranglehold, winning the League again.
And they won it the next year and the next. Then

HIGHLIGHTS of a
LONG HISTORY

came Celtic again — what a titanic struggle there was
between these two — until 1917-18 when the Ibrox
heroes succeeded again.

Since then, they have won 22 times!

There are so many great names of those days:
Archibald Barker—famed in the good old days of 1893,
94 and 95—Bennett of Celtic AND Rangers, Bowie,
Brown, Cairns, Morton, Muirhead, Cameron and so
many, many more,

These are just a few, a very few, of the greats.

Think of Rangers and you can say Cunningham . . .
or Craig . . . or Venters . . . or Dawson . . . or Drum-
mond.

The “greats” are as many as the triumphs.

Last season it was Celtic, the other half of the “Old
Firm,” who knocked Rangers out of the Scottish Cup
in the third round to the chagrin of thousands.

The score: 2—1.

Shades of the days back in 1908-09 when the cup was
withheld after two Rangers-Celtic games.

There were years of cup greatness for Rangers from
away back in 1876-77 when they lost 3—2 to the Vale
of Leven.

And there were hoodoo years of leanness too! The
competition was suspended during the 1914-18 war, but
Rangers had to go 25 years without a Cup win!

It was not until season 1927-28 that the men in light
blue broke the 25-year hoodoo that made them the butt
of music hall jokes!

They beat Celtic 4—0, and the man mainly responsible
was the great Davie Meiklejohn, whose tragic death in
August of this year shocked Scottish football.

It was “Meek,” the superb Rangers and Scotland half-
back, who stood on that penalty spot so long ago, ready
to take the kick that meant so much.

It was no ordinary penalty kick. The score stood at
0—0, and 25 years of failure mocked the man who ran
up to take the kick, watched by apprehensive thousands.

It was a goal . . . and the hoodoo was broken.

It was a goal that gave Rangers the will to win.
“Meek’s” penalty inspired them, broke the quarter of a
century jinx, and Rangers went on to win 4—0 . . . and
the music hall joke was dead.

In 1929-30, Rangers won again, beating Partick
Thistle after a 0—0 draw.

And in 1931-32 Rangers won again .
1—1 draw with Kilmarnock.

Since then the mighty men of Ibrox have won seven
times. Of course, just like 1914-18, the competition was
stopped between 1939-46, halting what might have been

. . AFTER a

k _another royal blue march of triumph.

By MARTIN SHAW

Morton put in a magnificent fight in 1947-48, and
went down after a struggle that made Greenock proud.

And surely, in all these Cup of Joy years, Rangers
have never had a finer cup-fighter than Jock “Tiger” Shaw,
now._ retired and in business.

Crop-haired, granite-built full-back Shaw was as much
part of Rangers as the foundations at Ibrox . . . and just
as strong.

You can see him at the Stadium today, this quiet man
who won so many friends — and thousands upon thou-
sands of admirers.

And it was in Cup games that he seemed to excel.

Today, it is an ex-Ranger who sits in the plush
stadium as “The Boss.” James Scotland Symon, known
as Scot Symon.

The great days of Struth are over . . . the days of
Symon not long begun. He has felt the scourging
lash of criticism, but has gone on unworried.

He can look at the tally of success over the years
and take pride in his own team and achievements.

Rangers fans MUST have success. They are the breed
who will not tolerate failure. :

The League, the Scottish Cup, the Glasgow Cup, the
League Cup, the Charity Cup and now the European
Cup. They can all be within the grasp of Rangers.

The late William Struth,
former manager of Rangers.
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FACTS and FIGURES

Following is & list of honours gained by Rangers:

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
(Total points for the season in brackets.)

18989 (36), 99-00 (32), 1900-01 (35), 01-02 (28), 10-11
(52), 11-12 (51), 12-13 (53), 17-18 (56), 19-20 (76), 20-21
(76), 22-23 (55), 23-24 (59), 24-25 (60), 26-27 (56), 27-28
(60), 28-29 (67), 29-30 (60), 30-31 (60), 32-33 (62), 33-34
(66), 34-35 (55), 36-37 (61), 38-39 (59), 46-47 (46), 48-49
(46), 49-50 (50), 52-53 (43), 55-56 (52), 56-57 (55),
58-59 (50).

Runners-up (Asterisk denotes runners-up to Celtic)
*1892-3 (27), *95-96 (26,) *97-98 (29), *1904-5 (41)—
(Celtic won decider), *13-14 (59), *15-16 (59), *18-19
(57), *21-22 (66), 31-32 (61), *35-36'(61), 47-48 (46),
50-51 (38), 51-52 (41), 57-58 (49).

Note: Competition suspended from 1940-46.

SCOTTISH CUP

1876-7 Vale of Leven 3 Rangers 2 (after two
draws 0-0, 1-1); 78:79 Vale of Leven awarded Cup
— Rangers failed to appear after 1-1 draw; 93-94
RANGERS 3 Celtic 1; 96-97 RANGERS 5 Dumbarton 1;
97-98 RANGERS 2 Kilmarnock 0; 98-99 Celtic 2 Rangers
0; 1902-3 RANGERS 2 Hearts 0 (after two draws 1-1,
0-0); 03-04 Celtic 3 Rangers 2; 04-05 Third Lanark 3
Rangers 1 (after draw 0-0); 08-09 Cup witheld after two
draws with Celtic 2-2, 1-1 after a riot; 1914-19 Competi-
tion suspended; 20-21 Partick Th. 1 Rangers 0; 21-22
Morton 1 Rangers 0; 27-28 RANGERS 4 Celtic 0; 28-29
Kilmarnock 2 Rangers 0; 29-30 RANGERS 2 Partick
Th. 1 (after draw 0-0); 31-32 RANGERS 3 Kilmarnock 0
(after draw 1-1); 33-34 RANGERS 5 St. Mirren 0; 34-35
RANGERS 2 Hamilton A. 1; 35-36 RANGERS 1 Third
Lanark 0; 1939-46 Competition suspended; 47-48
RANGERS 1 Morton 0 (after draw 1-1 after extra time
and extra time in replay); 48-49 RANGERS 4 Clyde 1;
49-50 RANGERS 3 East Fife 0; 52-53 RANGERS 1
Aberdeen 0 (after 1-1 draw).

LEAGUE CUP

1940-41 RANGERS 4 Hearts 2; 41-42 RANGERS 1
Morton 0; 42-43 RANGERS 1 (11 corners) Falkirk 1
(3 corners); 43-44 Hibernians 6 corners Rangers §
corners; 44-45 RANGERS 2 Motherwell 1; 45-46 Aber-
deen 3 Rangers 2; 4647 RANGERS 4 Aberdeen 0;
48-49 RANGERS 2 Raith Rovers 0; 51-52 Dundee 3
Rangers 2; 57-58 Celtic 7 Rangers 1.

GLASGOW CHARITY CUP

1876-77 Queen’s Park 4 Rangers 0; 78-79 RANGERS
2 Vale of Leven 1; 79-80 Queen’s Park 2 Rangers 1;
80-81 Queen’s Park 3 Rangers 1; 82-83 Queen’s Park 4
Rangers 1; 91-92 Celtic 2 Rangers 0; 92-93 Celtic 5
Rangers 0; 94-95 Celtic 4 Rangers 0; 96-97 RANGERS
6 Third Lanark 1; 97-98 Third Lanark 1 Rangers 0;
98-99 Celtic 2 Rangers 0; 99-1900 RANGERS 5 Celtic 1;
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03-04 RANGERS 5. Celtic 2; 05-06 RANGERS 3
Queen’s Park 2; 06-07 RANGERS 1 Celtic 0; 08-09
RANGERS 4 Celtic 2; 10-11 RANGERS 2 Celtic 1;
12-13 Celtic 3 Rangers 2; 14-15 Celtic 3 Rangers 2;
18-19 RANGERS 2 Queen’s Park 1; 20-21 Celtic 2
Rangers 0; 21-22 RANGERS 3 Queen’s Park 0; 22-23
RANGERS 4 Queen’s Park 0; 23-24 Celtic 2 Rangers 1;
24-25 RANGERS 1 Clyde 0; 26-27 Partick Th. 6
Rangers 3 (after extra time); 27-28 RANGERS 3
Queen’s Park 1.

1928-29 RANGERS 4 Celtic 2; 29-30 RANGERS beat
Celtic by toss of coin after extra time draw; 30-31
RANGERS 2 Queen’s Park 1 (after extra time); 31-32
RANGERS 6 Third Lanark 1; 32-33 RANGERS 1
Queen’s. Park 0; 33-34 RANGERS 1 Celtic 0; 35-36
Celtic 4 Rangers 2; 37-38 Celtic 2 Rangers 0; 38-39
RANGERS 7 corners Third Lanark 3 corners; 39-40
RANGERS 1 (7 corners) Clyde 1 (2 corners); 40-41
RANGERS 3 Partick Thistle 0; 41-42 RANGERS 3
Clyde 1; 43-44 RANGERS 2 Clyde 1; 44-45 RANGERS
2 Celtic 1; 45-46 RANGERS 2 Third Lanark 0; 46-47
RANGERS 1 Celtic 0; 47-48 RANGERS 2 Celtic 0;
49-50 Celtic 3 Rangers 2; 50-51 RANGERS 2 Partick
Th. 0; 53-54 Third Lanark 1 Rangers 0; 54-55
RANGERS 3 Queen's Park 1; 56-57 RANGERS 2
Queen’s Park 1; 57-58 Clyde 4 Rangers 0.

GLASGOW CuUP

1887-88 Cambuslang 3 Rangers 1; 92-93 RANGERS 3
Celtic 1; 93-94 RANGERS 1 Cowlairs 0; 94-95 Celtic 2
Rangers ‘0; 96-97 RANGERS 2 Celtic 1 (after draw
1-1); 97-98 RANGERS 4 Queen’s Park 0; 98-99 Queen’s
Park 1 Rangers 0; 99-1900 RANGERS 1 Celtic 0 (after
1-1 draw); 1900-01 RANGERS 3 Partick Th. 1; 01-02
RANGERS w.o. Celtic scratched after draw; 04-05 Celtic
2 Rangers 1; 07-08 Celtic 2 Rangers 1; 09-10 Celtic 1
Rangers 0; 10-11 RANGERS 3 Celtic 1; 11-12
RANGERS 1 Partick Th. 0; 12-13 RANGERS 3 Celtic
1; 13-14 RANGERS 3 Third Lanark 0; 15-16 Celtic 2
Rangers 1; 17-18 RANGERS 4 Partick Th. 1; 18-19
RANGERS 2 Celtic 0; 21-22 RANGERS 1 Celtic 0;
22-23 RANGERS 1 Clyde 0 (after draw 0-0); 23-24
RANGERS 3 Third Lanark 1.

1924-25 RANGERS 4 Celtic 1; 26-27 Celtic 1 Rangers
0; 27-28 Celtic 2 Rangers 1; 29-30 RANGERS 4 Celtic
0 (after draw 0-0); 30-31 Celtic 2 Rangers 1; 31-32
RANGERS 3 Queen’s Park 0; 32-33 RANGERS 1 Par-
tick Th. 0; 33-34 RANGERS 2 Clyde 0; 34-35 Partick
Th. 1 Rangers 0; 35-36 RANGERS 2 Celtic 0; 36-37
RANGERS 6 Partick Th. 1 (after draw 2-2); 37-38
RANGERS 2 Third Lanark 1; 3940 RANGERS 3
Queen’s Park 1; 4041 Celtic 1 Rangers 0; 41-42
RANGERS 6 Clyde 0; 42-43 RANGERS S Third Lanark
2; 4344 RANGERS 2 Clyde 0; 44-45 RANGERS 3
Celtic 2; 47-48 RANGERS 4 Third Lanark 1; 49-50
RANGERS 2 Clyde 1; 52-53 Partick Th. 3 Rangers 1;
53-54 RANGERS 3 Third Lanark 0; 54-55 Partick Th. 2
Rangers 0; 55-56 Celtic 5 Rangers 3 (after draw 1-1);
56-57 RANGERS 2 Clyde 0; 57-58 RANGERS 4 Third
Lanark 2 (after draw 1-1); 58-59 Clyde 1 Rangers 0.
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